THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF SEATTLE AUDUBON

by Shawn Cantrell, Executive Director
Marbled Murrelets are a remarkable species.
They are a seabird that spends most of its life
feeding in the Pacific Ocean, but
they nest in older forests up
to 60 miles inland.
Murrelets can tell us
a lot about ecosystem
health. From ocean acidification and depleted fish stocks to the destruction of ancient forests, Marbled Murrelets are negatively impacted by
a wide variety of human activity. Because of their connection to both
the sea and the forest, this small seabird serves as an
I nI nss i dde e
indicator of regional ecosystem health.
What these small birds indicate is alarming. First
listed under the federal Endangered Species Act as
Seattle Audubon
Wenas Campout
threatened in 1992, murrelet populations continue
Feature
to decline at an alarming rate. In Washington State,
2012 CBC Results
the decline has averaged 7% every year over the last
Seattle Tree Canopy
decade. Continues on page 4.
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Support Seattle Audubon
Great Tips
through Give BIG on May 15.
Give BIG is a one-day online
charitable giving event where
contributions are matched by a "stretch pool" provided by The Seattle Foundation and Give BIG
sponsors. By donating on the Give BIG day, every
dollar you give is matched and goes that much
further to protecting birds and nature. So get ready
for Give BIG in May 2013.

Save The Date For The New Bird-A-Thon 2013!
Join us this May 3-20 for the ultimate bird counting fundraiser! Bird-A-Thon participants collect pledges for finding and counting bird species. It’s a competitive and
educational event for any level of birdwatcher, as well as for their family and friends
who cheer them on! Visit www.seattleaudubon.org for more details on how you can
participate.
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Still Strong and True
Charlie Kahle,
Seattle Audubon Board President

It is quite an honor to be serving as
President of Seattle Audubon once again.
I last served over 10 years ago (2000 –
2002) and, while staff and board members
have changed, the organization is still
strong and true to its mission. How can
I tell?
Seattle Audubon continues its 97year conservation history. I am so grateful that Chris Karrenberg (see next page)
and Jeanelle Richardson stepped forward
to co-chair our Conservation Committee.
Along with Conservation Director Matt
Mega, they help guide our conservation
efforts which include Canopy Connections, Northern Spotted Owls protection, and, this issue’s feature, saving the
Marbled Murrelet.
Since I was last President, Seattle
Audubon expanded its Citizen Science
programs and created a Science Manager
position. Our Christmas Bird Count (see
the report on page 6) and Neighborhood
Bird Project have come together with the
Puget Sound Seabird Survey (PSSS) to
form an outstanding citizen science effort

with great staff support. PSSS involves
almost 100 volunteers each year and
will continue to grow thanks to a recent
$50K grant from the US Environmental
Protection Agency and the WA Department of Fish and Wildlife.
Our Education programs have also
grown. Outstanding education staff
and volunteers continue to bring high
quality curriculum to both students and
adults. Janelle Lasher, Elementary School
Programs Manager, reports that this past
school year, “FUN pre and post assessment results showed, on average, a 16%
increase in student’s environmental science knowledge.” FUN, FUN Explorers, and BirdWatch (which together
touched more than 800 students in 29
classrooms) are nurturing the next generation of environmental stewards.
A big “Round of Applause” to those
who have gone before me, making
Seattle Audubon strong and vibrant.
The recent passing of Ralph Hadac,
Ardell Kuchenbecker, and Don Ostrow,
reminds us of those who have given so
much to Seattle Audubon. They will
be missed and I know their efforts are an
inspiration to those who follow in their
footsteps.

Wenas Campout: May 25 - 27, 2013
Come celebrate this golden anniversary with a
society of friends. Strike up a conversation and
make new friends by walking into a campsite and
asking “What have you seen today?” Whiteheaded Woodpeckers, Pygmy Nuthatches and
Western Bluebirds may be seen from the comfort
of your lawn chair. Check out the website:
http://www.wenasaudubon.org/History.htm
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Volunteer Spotlight: Chris Karrenberg
With Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in
aerospace engineering, and a childhood
full of outdoor adventure, it makes sense
that Chris would admire hummingbirds.
After all, they’re beautiful, and can hover
and fly backwards. It also makes sense
that a detail-oriented professional like
Chris, with abundant “nature empathy,”
would be a phenomenal Seattle Audubon volunteer.
Chris grew up surfing and says, “I can identify more reef fish than birds.”
After getting married and working on environmental control systems for
airplanes, Chris decided to focus on raising his son while his wife worked full
time. While some of his engineering co-workers only expected him to last a
“few weeks,” he is now several years in and still enjoying it. In 2007, Chris’
wife’s job brought their family to Seattle.
Chris is an active volunteer. He is co-chair of the Conservation Committee. He also volunteers regularly at Adams Elementary during science time,
for STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) and for
Seattle Audubon’s FUN program. He notes that he especially loves FUN
because after each session, “You really feel like you’re making a difference.”
Seattle Audubon is pleased to recognize Chris Karrenberg and all the
ways he is making a difference for birds and nature.

In the Last Century – Wenas Campout
by Jill Walters, program staff
The annual gathering of Audubon chapters from across Washington state celebrates its 50th anniversary this year.

birds (the previous record was 191), and
featured talks about Central Washington
geology and Native American culture.

1963: Hazel Wolf, Bea Buzzetti, and
Ruth Anderson discovered an ideal
campsite on Boise Cascade timber property in the Wenas Valley, south of Ellensburg. They soon convinced the company
to allow an annual Memorial Day weekend campout at the site for Washington
state Audubon members.

1981: The event garnered national news
attention for being the first large-scale campout in the area after the eruption of Mount
St. Helens. The May 18, 1980 eruption
forced the cancellation of the 1980 campout.

1976: The “Bicentennial Campout”
leaders aspired to identify 200 species of

1993: The campfire circle was named in
honor of Hazel Wolf to celebrate her 95th
birthday. In 1998, Boise Cascade designated the area “The Hazel Wolf Bird Sanctuary” in recognition of her 100th birthday.

Passings
Ralph Hadac, a
key supporter of
Seattle Audubon,
passed away on
January 7. An
avid camper and
hiker, Ralph was a
strong environmentalist who
served as Executive Director
of the Horizons Foundation.
His guidance, advice, and
humor will be missed.
Ardell Kuchenbecker, a longtime Seattle
Audubon member
and volunteer,
passed away
on January 5. A
graduate of the
first Master Birder class in
1989, Ardell was a passionate
volunteer and generous supporter of Seattle Audubon’s
youth education programs.
She was also instrumental in
the launch of the public radio
program BirdNote.
J. Don Ostrow, was also a
long-time Seattle Audubon
member and volunteer. A
well-traveled and wellrespected physician, Don
lead field trips, coordinated
Neighborhood Bird Walks,
and more during his 20+
years of volunteering at SAS.
He will be missed.
Send your passings notice to
jaclynb@seattleaudubon.org

SEATTLE AUDUBON MISSION STATEMENT
Seattle Audubon cultivates and leads a community
that values and protects birds and the natural
environment.
Seattle Audubon is a nonprofit 501(c)(3)
organization.

Invest in the Future—Make a
Bequest to Seattle Audubon
Shawn Cantrell
(206) 523-8243, x15
shawnc@seattleaudubon.org

SEATTLE AUDUBON CENTER
and NATURE SHOP
Hours: Mon-Sat 10AM to 5PM
8050 35th Ave. NE
Seattle WA 98115
(206) 523-4483
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Snowy Owl Etiquette

Murrelet

Continued from page 1.

Of all the threats impacting murrelets,
loss and fragmentation of nesting habitat
is the largest contributing factor. The
large old trees used by murrelets for nest
habitat have been heavily logged over
the past century. While that logging has
slowed in recent years, pressure is increasing to cut many key areas of forest. For
the older forests that do remain, much of
the murrelet habitat is in smaller, isolated
patches that are fragmented by roads.
Seattle Audubon is aggressively working to reverse murrelet decline in Washington. As the leading bird conservation
organization in the state, Seattle Audubon is spearheading multiple efforts to
help rebuild murrelet populations. State
forest lands, particularly in Southwest
Washington, are a key focus, as they include much of the remaining high quality
nesting habitat, as well as many of best
opportunities for growing additional murrelet habitat. Seattle Audubon’s specific
activities include:
4

You've most likely seen reports of
Snowy Owls in our region, including Capitol Hill and Ballard. These
are wonderful opportunities to see
a striking species. Let’s enjoy them
with respectful enthusiasm. There
are a few things to consider: as
easy as they are to approach, Snowy
Owls don’t desire our company.
Use binoculars or scopes and for
photos use telephoto lenses or digiscopes. These birds are vagrants in
search of food; they don’t need extra stress from humans. As Seattle
Audubon members, we are stewards
of birds and nature. Please use this
opportunity to enjoy and respect
these beautiful birds.

• Challenging the Board of Natural
Resource’s decision to open up for logging 12,000+ acres of murrelet habitat
on state forest trust land. These forests
were designated by the state as murrelet
habitat in 1997, making them off limits to
timber harvest until a long-term conservation strategy was developed. While that
long-term plan has been delayed and is
still years away from completion, the state
is now trying to go forward with logging
this important habitat. Seattle Audubon
has appealed that decision in state court,
asking the judge to block any logging on
these lands until a long-term conservation
strategy is in place.
• Advocating for policy makers to
provide funding to support an innovative state program that protects habitat
for endangered species. The legislature is
considering a bill that would appropriate
$10 million to provide permanent protection for key murrelet habitat while also

F e a t u r e
purchasing other working forest lands to
maintain forestry jobs in rural counties.
Seattle Audubon is leading the coalition
of conservation groups working with timber companies and government agencies
pressing for approval of this funding.

© Doug Schurman

• Working with the state Department
of Natural Resources to complete the
development of the overdue long-term
conservation strategy for murrelets. Seattle Audubon, in partnership with other
conservation organizations, is actively
participating in the development of the
range of alternatives for the long-term
plan. This includes providing scientific
data on murrelet populations, identifying
locations for supporting growth of additional nesting habitat, and educating
the public about the process and how to
become involved.

The female lays her egg in a depression
of moss or lichen. The parents take turns
incubating the egg, changing places every
morning at dawn. For about four weeks,
one tends to the egg while the other forages at sea. Once the chick hatches, both
parents feed it for another four weeks.
When the chick is ready for its first flight,
it leaves the nest at night for a non-stop
solo journey to the sea.
Seattle Audubon is fighting to protect
the Marbled Murrelet and its habitat. For
as incredible as this seabird is in its own
right, it also is serves as a bellwether for
the status of numerous other species. To
learn more about the murrelet and Seattle
Audubon’s work to restore this species,
visit the Regional Conservation section of
www.seattleaudubon.org.

• Researching alternate funding sources for state trust beneficiaries as a way to
reduce logging of forest habitat for species
such as the Marbled Murrelet. The state
is faced with conflicting mandates for
the forest land it manages – maximize
revenues through timber harvest while
protecting and restoring wildlife habitat,
water quality, and recreational opportunities. Seattle Audubon is exploring ways
to change this paradigm, looking at different options for funding the various state
and local government services without
sacrificing sensitive forest habitat.
Marbled Murrelets have an amazing
life history. They range from Northern
California to the Aleutian islands of
Alaska. Murrelets have long-term pair
bonds (often life-long), nesting on large
branches high up in conifer trees. The
first Marbled Murrelet nest wasn’t discovered until 1961 in Asia, with the first
North American nest found in 1974.

© U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
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2012 Seattle Christmas Bird Count RESULTS
by Matt Bartels, Seattle CBC Compiler
December 29, 2012
129 species tallied (count day + count week)
Count day: 123 species

Count week: additional 6 species
Individual birds: 47,998 birds
Observers: 182

Overview
Overall, the 2012 count came in with
almost exactly the 10-year average for
number of species recorded (123 on count
day vs. 122.5 as a 10-year average). The
total number of birds tallied was similar
to last year (only 275 fewer this year, out
of 48,000), but continues a recent trend
of lower totals (only 2010 tallied fewer
birds). In addition to the 123 count day
species, 6 additional species were noted
during Count Week: Snow Goose, Tundra
Swan, Cinnamon Teal, Short-eared Owl,
Common Raven and Evening Grosbeak.
Highlights: The last time Red Crossbills
were recorded in triple digits was in 1926.
This year recorded 712, with reports coming from 12 of the 14 sectors! This count
recorded the first ever Brown Pelican and
Ballard's 2 Snowy Owls were also recorded. An American Dipper was seen in
a Bellevue circle portion for the first time
since 2000. One Red-naped Sapsucker
(Arboretum) and one Long-tailed Duck
(West Seattle) were unexpected additions.

Notable misses: Ruddy Duck (longrunning decline), Northern Harrier,
Mourning Dove, Western Screech-Owl,
Common Raven, Savannah Sparrow,
Slate-colored Dark-eyed Junco, and Evening Grosbeak.
Modern period (1972-present) Record high
counts: Greater White-fronted Goose
[17]; Ring-necked Duck [718]; Surf Scoter
[1279]; Brown Pelican [1]; Pigeon Guillemot [69]; Barn Owl [3 – tie w/ 2009];
Northern Saw-whet Owl [3 – tie w/ 1990
& 2007]; Hairy Woodpecker [7 – tie w/
2010]; Red-breasted Nuthatch [266];
American Dipper [1 – tied w/ many
years]; Yellow-rumped Warbler [308]; Red
Crossbill [712].
Trends:
Ducks & Geese – Numbers were a little
low this year, with White-winged Scoters
[5] & Black Scoters [34], Northern Pintail
[5], and Ruddy Duck [0] continuing to decline for the count. Ring-necked Ducks,
Surf Scoters & Greater White-fronted
Geese saw higher numbers.
Both California Quail & Ring-necked
Pheasant eluded the CBC counters this
year. Quail remain in the count area in
small pockets, but Pheasant seem to be
completely gone.
Loons & Grebes – Present in better than
average numbers, including increasing
numbers of Western Grebe [1133].
Raptors: Overall raptor numbers were
lower than average this year, with only
Peregrine Falcon [9] being tallied above
the ten-year average. Surprisingly low
numbers for Sharp-shinned Hawks [4] and
Continues on the following page.
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Seattle Tree Canopy:
A Look Inside the Urban Forest
by Matt Mega, Conservation Director
The City of Seattle's goal is to reach
30% tree canopy by 2036. Seattle
Audubon actively supports this goal
and advocates for increased tree canopy.
Now you can find out how your neighborhood compares to other with Seattle
Audubon’s online tree canopy analysis:
http://www.seattleaudubon.org/sas/WhatWeDo/Conservation/CanopyConnections/
CanopyCover.aspx.
Seattle has only about 24% tree
canopy cover (12,600 acres), and this
total has not changed significantly since
2007. Public land or steep areas are 23%
of Seattle's total land area, but hold 40%
of Seattle's tree canopy. This canopy
concentration makes it more difficult
to ensure a diverse (both species and
age) urban forest that can avoid critical
loss from insect infestation or a natural
disaster.
Neighborhood tree canopy has
changed over the past three years. Since
2009, Seward Park, Laurelhurst and
Windermere neighborhoods have lost
the most canopy, while Wedgwood,
CBC Continued from the previous page.
Merlin [5] were hopefully just anomalies
of the day.
Shorebirds, Gulls & Alcids: Only 30
Killdeer were reported this year, the
second lowest total for Killdeer over
the past 15 years. Likewise, the Black
Turnstone [8] & Surfbird [39] flocks must
have been hiding, with numbers lowest
in over 10 years. Bonaparte’s Gulls [14]
& Mew Gulls [1223] were present in
above average numbers, while the totals
for larger gulls were mostly a bit below
average. Alcids continue a long CBC
trend of showing up in above average
numbers across the board.

North Beach
and Highland
Park gained the
most canopy.
These citywide and neighborhood trends
are important,
but detailed data
better represents
the complexities
of tree canopy,
changes through
time, and opportunities for
improvement.
Seattle Audubon is currently on a tree
mapping project that shows species
diversity, size and/or individual tree location. If you're interested in helping the
City of Seattle exceed its tree canopy
goal and supporting Seattle's birds, get
involved with Seattle Audubon's tree
mapping project!
Contact:
Matt Mega, mattm@seattleaudubon.org

Passerines: Passerines were about average, with Red-breasted Nuthatch [266],
Brown Creeper [90], Pacific Wren [188],
and Golden-crowned Kinglets [1085],
and Varied Thrush [195] all being above
average. Yellow-rumped Warblers [308]
were up, while Townsend’s Warblers [11]
were well below average. Pine Siskins
[3952] joined Red Crossbills [712] as the
stand-out finch species, while the lack
of Evening Grosbeaks except on Count
Week continued a long trend of decline.
Thanks to everyone who participated
and made it another great count.

Spring 2013
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Meet our AmeriCorps Service Members!
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Alison Pollack, Conservation Assistant
After graduating from
Seattle University in
2011, Alison worked in
various places (Moab,
Washington DC, San
Francisco, abroad) before
returning to her favorite
city—Seattle! Gaining
job experience in the
environmental field was
a priority, and she is very
grateful to be working at
Seattle Audubon!
As the Conservation
Outreach Assistant, Alison is facilitating a collaborative tree inventory database -gauging
the health and productivity of the urban
forest and ensuring the city of Seattle is

on track for its goal of 30% canopy cover
by 2036. Monitoring relies on citizen
scientists who complete tree walks and
record tree data. Anyone can participate
and edit any tree information. While
several cities have similar tree maps,
Seattle Audubon's emphasizes increasing canopy cover (especially on private
land), and mobilizing a strong volunteer
base of citizen scientists. Alison recruits
volunteers, creates materials, and assists
with training.
Alison considers her experience at
Seattle Audubon an invaluable learning experience for starting her career,
and has learned a lot about conservation
and the non-profit sector. She hopes to
pursue further education and work in the
environmental field.

Jordan Riddle, Education Assistant
After graduating from
Tennessee's University
of Memphis with a B.S.
in Biology and minors in
Chemistry and Sociology, Jordan was ready to
counteract all that library
time with some community service. While volunteering at a local bicycle
cooperative, she met an
AmeriCorps National
Civilian Community
Corps member. As the
two took apart wheels,
Jordan learned about the program and all
that the AmeriCorp member had been
able to accomplish. Instantly, Jordan was
hooked!

As Education Assistant, Jordan has
been able to: manage education kit rentals and revisions; serve as a FUN volunteer and on the Education Committee; research volunteer recruitment for
FUN, and prepare and recruit volunteers
for Science Nights. She is excited to
become more involved with the programs and thrilled to perform research on
educational offerings for the expansion of
Seattle Audubon’s already top-notch programming. She is also looking forward to
developing materials for marketing FUN
to private schools.
Jordan plans to pursue a career in the
field of public health. This discipline has
a focus on preventing disease by educating communities. By gaining education
experience, she will be better prepared
for her future endeavors. Jordan is
grateful to be working with such devoted
education staff!

Education Connection

Help Send BirdWatch to Texas this Spring!
This year, seven teens and their chaperones are heading to southeastern Texas
for spring migration. They will begin
in Corpus Christi and travel for 7 days,
visiting birding hotspots on their way to
Austin.
This trip is often the highlight of the
year for BirdWatch teens, and they need
support from the Seattle Audubon community! Want to help? Here’s how:
1) Donate: Bring donations of salable books, used housewares, and other
items to Seattle Audubon
from April 1 - 4. Only
items that are salable and in
good condition please!

3) Hire-a-BirdWatcher: If you have
yard work, organizing, or other things you
need help with around your house, hire a
BW student at $11/hour to do the work!
If you have any questions, would like
to hire a BirdWatcher, or would like
to make a direct monetary donation
to support the BirdWatch teen’s spring
break trip, please contact Kintea Bryant
at kinteab@seattleaudubon.org, or (206)
523-8243 x11.

2) Shop: Come shop at
the rummage sale (and the
Nature Shop's Spring Plant
Sale) on April 6. Purchase
plants AND support our
teen program!

Come Have a FUN- Filled Spring!
Seattle Audubon’s Finding Urban Nature
(FUN) Program is about to commence its
spring session. Would you like to join us?
Leading 3rd -4th grade students through four
hands-on, experiential lessons is good for the
spirit, and allows students to learn and explore. Training and information is provided,
so call or e-mail us today to get the volunteer
process started! For more information on
what it’s like to be a FUN volunteer, check
out what Chris Karrenberg has to say about
his experience on page 3.

© Laurel Murdy

Contact: Janelle Lasher, janelles@seattleaudubon.org.
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C l a s s e s
Guide to eBird
Class Information Beginner’s
with Andrea Wuenschel, assisted by D. Eric Harlow

Registration:
Seattle Audubon members
receive a discount. Preregistration required. You may
register in person at
Seattle Audubon Nature
Shop, 8050 35th NE, Seattle,
WA, Monday-Saturday,
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. or by
phone 206-523-4483.
Refunds:
Full refunds are available for
cancellations with at least 14
days notice. No refunds are
given with fewer than two
weeks notice.
Location:
Locations vary. See class
description for location.
Check website or call the
Nature Shop for directions.
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Have you heard of eBird but don’t know
where to start? Want to get more out
of your eBird account? Created in 2002
by Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the
National Audubon Society, this free,
real-time, online checklist program
has revolutionized the way the birding
community records and accesses bird
data. Once you enter data, your bird lists
become shared data used by conservationists, researchers, students, and the
birding community to explore, protect
and enjoy birds all over the world!

In this class we’ll go over the most
important features, recording methods, and
how to find recently sighted birds. We’ll
also explore the graphs and maps, and
touch on the ethics of real-time reporting
of sensitive species. We’ll also briefly cover
eBird apps for iPhone and Android systems,
so you can enter your lists in the field!
Lecture: Thursday, March 28,
7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Location: Phinney Neighborhood Center,
Blue Building, Room 6
Cost: $30 members; $45 non-members
Limit: 25

Birds and Plants of the Shrub-Steppe

with Andy Stepniewski, author of Birds of Yakima County
This class will introduce you to the plant
and bird communities of the shrub-steppe
ecosystem in the Columbia Basin of
eastern Washington. The instructor will
present botanical tidbits relating to birds
and touch on conservation issues. He
will emphasize the relationships between
Horned Larks, Sage Sparrows, Sage
Thrashers, Brewer's Sparrows, Sage
Grouse, and Vesper Sparrows, and discuss
the preferred habitats of each within this
unique mosaic of plant communities. Two
leaders will conduct the day-long field trip
to the Columbia Basin amidst spectacular
wildflowers.
Class: Friday, April 5, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Location: The 2100 Building
Field Trip: Saturday, April 6,
6:30 a.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Cost: $70 members;
$85 nonmembers.
Limit: 25

© George West www.birchsidestudios.com

Full details on these classes
are available at:
www.seattleaudubon.org.

C l a s s e s
2013 Birding by Ear – Learning NW Bird Voices

with Bob Sundstrom, Professional Birding Tour Leader & BirdNote Lead Writer
Tune up your ears in this popular class,
where you’ll get a handle on bird songs.
Ideal for new birding-by ear students or
veterans who want an intensive refresher. Day-long trips offer intensive field
experience and cover a variety of habitats within 100 miles of Seattle.
Note: Registration is by field trip. You
may register for one or both field trips.
Two evening lectures are included when
you register for one or both of the two
different full-day field trips. Carpool
and meeting plans will be given in class.

Field Trip #1: Thursday, May 16 – South
Puget Sound
Field Trip #2: Wednesday, June 12 – East
of the Cascades
Lectures: Tuesday, April 30 & Wednesday, May 8, 2013, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Location: The 2100 Building
Cost: $100 members; $115 nonmembers
(for 2 lectures and 1 field trip).
$175 members; $190 nonmembers (for 2
lectures and BOTH field trips)
Limit: 18 per field trip

Feathered
Architects:
The Fascinating
World of Bird
Nests
Idie Ulsh
Thursday, March 21,
7:00 p.m.
The Burke Room at
the Burke Museum.

Free!

Birding 201 – Intermediate Birding
with Barry Levine, Master Birder

Interested in taking one of the world’s
favorite hobbies to the next level? In this
class we will explore how you can reach
that goal. We will take a holistic approach
incorporating information about plumage,
behavior, vocalizations, beak and feet, and
habitat to form an interactive and innovative approach to learning. Participants

March
Member Meeting:

will need to sign up for one of the two
field trips at the first session.
Lectures: Wednesday, May 8 &
Thursday, May 16 from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m..
Location: Room 6, PNC Blue Building
(upon confirmation)
Field trips: Saturday, May 11 or 18
Cost: $50 member, $65 non-member
Limit: 22 (11 per field trip)

Technology: Birding Trails Ap
The Great Washington State Birding Trail
Maps are now available as an app on your
smartphone.
Want to find a Washington location to
go birding? Simply launch this app and click
“Stops Near Me” to receive a list of nearby
birding areas with distances from your location. Select a stop to see a pushpin on an
interactive map as well as read a description, a
list of expected species, and nearby amenities.
Need directions? It’s just one click away.
Find it in the iTunes Store.

Well known for her bird
and butterfly presentations,
Idie will explore how and
where birds make nests,
and relate fascinating details about their construction. She has photographed
the nests of more than 30
species and has done an
extensive three year survey
of bird nest literature. This
presentation will include
photographs by Idie and
other local photographers,
as well as photos from the
University of Puget Sound's
Slater Museum.
Doors open at 6:30pm,
program begins at 7pm.
Complementary refreshments will be served.

Spring 2013
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Field Trips–
Rules of the
Road
While the way we publicize
our regular field trips has
changed, most of the other
details remain the same,
including the registration
process. For detailed
information on field trips
offered in the next month,
visit our website at www.
seattleaudubon.org. You
will find:
• A complete schedule of
upcoming trips.
• A detailed listing for
each trip, including destination, leader, meeting
place, and a description
of what you can expect
to see.
• A checklist of what to
bring.
• Carpool guidelines.
• Directions to the trip
meeting places.
• Registration dates and
process (this remains
unchanged).
• General rules for field
trip participants.
• A copy of the “liability
release form” you will
need to sign the day of
the trip. Like most other
organizations that offer
public field trips, Seattle
Audubon now requires
participants to sign a
waiver as a condition
of participating in these
free services.
The field trip schedule will
be updated the first of each
month, so be sure check
our web site regularly!
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T r i p s

Spring Field Trips
More hours of daylight, bird song, and
spring blossoms make spring birding
exhilarating. Join a Seattle Audubon
field trip to look for returning migrants
and resident species decked out in breeding plumage. Observe bird courtship and
nesting behavior. Seattle Audubon field
trips are a great way to explore a new
birding destination, apply information you
learned in a Seattle Audubon class, or just
enjoy a day in nature with like minded
individuals.
Field trip destinations are as varied
as the spring weather and you are sure to
find one to match your interests. Try a trip
around Bainbridge Island in a comfortable
catamaran, looking for loons, Harlequin
Ducks and rocky-shore sandpipers. Travel
by car to the coast seeking shorebirds
along beaches and passerines in wooded
areas. Check out trips to Eastern Washington where it's possible to see American
Avocets, Black-necked Stilts, or Greater

Sage-grouse. Or stay close to home and
visit a Puget Sound birding hotspot.
Join special Birdathon trips during
peak spring birding in May. Many trips
during Birdathon are offered only once
a year, so don't miss the opportunity to
bird with an expert or visit a destination
with limited access.
Sign-up for a trip today by calling
the Nature Shop. All the information
you need about current trips is posted on
the SAS website. New trips are typically
added to the website the 1st day of each
month.

Neighborhood Bird Walks: Schedule for March - May 2013
Join Seattle Audubon, rain or shine, for a two-hour, weekend bird walk. No sign up
required! Beginning birders or new Seattleites will especially enjoy this initial exposure to the rich variety of regional bird life. Families and non-members are welcome!
Request binoculars from the Nature Shop at least a week in advance. Further
information is available at www.seattleaudubon.org or from the Seattle Audubon
Nature Shop (206) 523-4483.
Saturday, March 16, 9:00 a.m.
Carkeek Park*
Scott Hoskin, (206) 390-4388
bludog66@comcast.net
Carkeek Park is in northwest Seattle,
enter from 3rd Avenue NW at 110th
Street. Meet at the parking lot across
from the playing fields at the end of
Carkeek Park Road.
*A special accessible route is available for those with disabilities; contact the leader if you plan to attend.

Saturday, April 20, 8:30 a.m.
Discovery Park
Neil Zimmerman, (425) 485-3122
N3zims@comcast.net
Discovery Park is at the western end
of Interbay-Magnolia. Meet
near the toilet facility at the
South Parking lot (enter on
right off W Emerson St.
just beyond Viewmont
Way W).

D e s t i n a t i o n

George C. Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary
by Neil Zimmerman, Field Trip Leader
“Reifel Refuge” is one of the premier
birding areas in the Pacific Northwest. It
consists of nearly 850 acres of managed
wetlands, natural marshes and low dikes
in the heart of the Fraser River Estuary.
The dikes serve as walkways and are
wheelchair accessible. Birding is good at
all times of the year. While fall migration offers thousands of Snow Geese and
Trumpeter Swans, winter visitors include
Sandhill Cranes, Black–crowned NightHerons, ducks (lots!) and, almost every
year, some rare bird. Several years ago a
Boreal Owl spent a couple of weeks in a
parking lot tree and it is not unusual to
see Northern Goshawks hunting in the
woods.
Feeding the birds is not only permitted but encouraged. Ducks will feed at
your feet and chickadees will eat the
seed from your outstretched hands.
Owls are usually present, and sometimes (if you're lucky) in winter you can
find Northern Saw-whet Owls. In late
summer and early fall, a wide variety of
migrant shorebirds visit the waters, islets
and mudflats of the Sanctuary. Many
species of songbirds and raptors migrate
through the area, and a large number
stay to breed and raise their young.
No trip to Reifel during the winter
would be complete without a stop at the
dike of Boundary Bay. If Snowy Owls
are irrupting that winter, this is one
of the best places to see them. During each of the last two winters, over
twenty “Snowies” have been seen from
the dike. This same area will also have
Short-eared Owls and Northern Harriers coursing back and forth in search
of rodents. Check the power poles for
Peregrine Falcons because the mud flats
are covered with thousands of wintering
Dunlin.

To get to Reifel: Head north on I-5,
which turns into Highway 99 at the
border. Don’t forget your passport or
enhanced drivers license! Turn onto the
Ladner Trunk RD at exit 20. Take a left
on 72nd street to reach the dike. It takes
about two hours from Seattle to reach
Boundary Bay. Head west again on Ladner Trunk Rd. Another half hour will
take you through Ladner to Westham
Rd. Follow this road to Riefel.
http://www.reifelbirdsanctuary.com/index.html

Spring 2013
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N a t u r e

S h o p

Open 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Mondays through Saturdays year round.

The Nature Shop
W h er e p r o fi ts a re for the bi rds
8050 35 Ave. N.E., Seattle, WA 98115 • (206) 523-4483 • www.seattleaudubon.org
th

Now OPEN 'TIL 7p.m. the 2nd Tuesday of each month
• March 12 • April 9 • May 14

Members always receive
20% OFF books
AND Member Pricing
on seed.

Birding in
Seattle & King
County,
2nd Ed.
Member
Price $17.96

Hummingbirds Garden
500-piece
puzzle
$16.95

NEW
Crossley ID Guide
to Raptors
Member Price
$23.96

FOR KIDS
Color Puget
Sound Birds
Member Price
$5.56

NEW
Anna's
Hummingbird
Temporary
Tatoo
FREE

Chickadee
Nest Box
$26.95

• Select Optics Specials limited to stock on hand
KOWA TSN-773
Demo Price $1,999
reg. $2,365
Sale Prices on remaining Swarovski ATM scopes

Birds of Paradise
Member Price
$40.00
Also available
Winged Seduction
DVD $19.95
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Pentax DCF SP
Call
$479
op
ture Sh
reg. $549
The Na bility
la
for avai ls
& detai

• Compost Days March 15 – April 15

Buy 2 bags of Cedar Grove Compost and get a 3rd bag FREE

G r e a t Ti p s

Annual Spring Plant Sale - Saturday, April 6

10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. - Seattle Audubon parking lot

featuring: Botanica • Colvos Creek Nursery • Discovery Gardens

Fiarmeadow Nursery • Madrona Nursery • Queenscup Nursery
Steamboat Island Nursery • Tadpole Haven Nursery

The Importance of Bird Feeder Cleaning
Diseases harmful to birds can be easily
spread at bird feeders by fecal contamination of food and water and by
contact among the birds. Yet Seattle
Audubon is concerned about the environmental implications of the longstanding recommendation to clean
bird feeders with a 10% bleach solution. Former Nature Shop Assistant
Cathy Pfarr, is working with PAWS,
veterinarians, and King County Water,
to establish a practical new standard
that will be best for birds and the
environment.

What You Can Do: WASH - RINSE – REFILL
• Seattle Audubon recommends cleaning your bird feeder with hot,
soapy water at least weekly. Let dry thoroughly and replace the
seed.
• Consider rotating with a second feeder while one is being washed.
• Be sure to rake the ground under the feeder to remove any spilled
seed and droppings.
• Wear gloves when cleaning feeders or handling sick or dead birds.
Should you observe sick birds at your feeder(s), please (1) take
down your feeder(s); (2) clean them thoroughly; (3) call The Nature Shop; and (4) put your feeder(s) back out when appropriate.
This is an evolving standard. Seattle Audubon is constantly
reviewing best practices for bird feeder hygiene.

Spring 2013
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