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Owls of the 
North
Program Meeting: 
Thursday, March 15 
at Downtown REI

Paul Bannick, award-winning pho-
tographer specializing in birds in their 
habitats, will take you on a visual and 
auditory celebration of the owls of 
the North. Snowy Owls are irrupting 
this year across North America—Paul 

explores the life histories of these birds and other owls of the North including Great 
Gray Owls, Boreal Owls and Northern Hawk Owls. Don’t be surprised to see Paul 
weave other birds (including woodpeckers) into this lively presentation! 

Please join us at Downtown REI for this special event on Thursday, March 15, 
from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. Seattle Audubon’s Program Meetings are open to the public. 
We encourage attendees to arrive early to get a seat. Doors open at 6:30.
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Birdchaser
by Adam Sedgley, Seattle Audubon Science Manager

“628 miles for a gull?” Most of my closest friends are not birders, 
and little could convince them that it was normal to drive over 
six hundred miles in a single day to see a gull.

But this gull is a holy grail for birders, nesting in mostly inac-
cessible tundra in northern Canada and wintering on pack ice in 
the middle of the Arctic Ocean. And this bird was seen at eastern 
Washington’s Palmer Lake, a heck of a lot closer than the tundra.

“Does it look cool?” I’ve thought so since I first picked up a 
field guide at the age of five. Most gulls have white heads and 
bodies with gray mantles, the shade of which 
is somewhere between beached driftwood and 
chimney soot. The Ross’s is special: silvery wings 
blend into a pure white body washed with pink. 
If North American gulls were saltwater taffy, the 
Ross’s would be a single piece of muted bubble 
gum in a bag of vanilla. (Continues on page 3)

Snowy Owl
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Volunteer View
by Marieke Stientjes Rack, 
Volunteer Coordinator 

In the December 30, 2011, edition of the 
Puget Sound Business Journal entitled “Pro 
skills, no pay,” the president of Volun-
teerMatch talks about how “more people 
want to use their specific skill set to con-
tribute to a cause…” Does that describe 
you? Would you like apply your profes-
sional skills to help birds and nature? If 
so, call us!

Like many non-profits, Seattle 
Audubon has project-based work that 
is looking for an expert to champion. 
What is your skill? Are you a videog-
rapher? Do you have retail expertise? 
Know GIS? Are you a curriculum 
writer? Can you write smartphone-
friendly code? While many volunteer 
opportunities at Seattle Audubon are 
established, a great deal of important 

volunteer work is done by individuals 
who take initiative to design and imple-
ment a project with staff support.

Opportunities are varied and abound, 
so bring your unique talent to help a proj-
ect get off the ground. Contact Marieke 
Stientjes Rack, Seattle Audubon’s Volunteer 
Coordinator, at mariekes@seattleaudubon.org 
to talk about what skills you’d like to put to 
work for Seattle Audubon.
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Volunteer Coordinator, x12 

Director of Membership and 
Development, x16 
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Earthcare Northwest, the 
official newsletter of 
Seattle Audubon
Coordinator, Marieke Rack
Design and Layout, Sandy Welch 
Proofing, Karen Stephens and 
Cathy Pfarr 

Advertising : Inquiries and 
submissions should be sent 
via e-mail to
earthcare@seattleaudubon.org 
by the 1st of the month pre- 
ceding publication. Address 
changes should be sent to 
info@seattleaudubon.org. 
Submissions will be edited and 
published at Seattle Audubon's 
discretion.

© Seattle Audubon, 2012
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In the Last Century
Seattle Audubon Programs and Traditions Through the Years
by Jill Walters, Seattle Audubon FUN Assistant

The Christmas Bird Count is a long-running Seattle Audubon tradition. The following sum-
maries are from past years and include bird names taken directly from their era.

1926: “Christmas Bird Census” results 
from December 26, 1926, boasted 83 
species and 13,457 individual birds, a 
Society record. Highlights included 869 
Shufeldt Juncos, 702 Northern Var-
ied Thrush, one Kennicott (Western) 
Screech Owl, and one Bald Eagle (which 
was not counted again until 1929).

1951: Light snow cover, 15-35 mph 
winds, and below freezing tempera-
tures did not prevent 51 observers from 
participating in the December 30, 1951, 
Census. Three Ancient Murrelets, 454 

Green Winged Teals, and one Yellow-
Bellied Sapsucker highlighted the list of 
96 species and 16,070 individual birds.

1983: A Long-eared Owl spotted in Dis-
covery Park was the star of the 1982 CBC, 
held on January 1, 1983. (Only one had 
been previously recorded in 1948.) Twen-
ty-three Anna's Hummingbirds marked a 
dramatic increase, and 342 Double-crested 
Cormorants set a new record. Good 
weather led to 119 species and a total of 
42,543 individual birds – just short of the 
1976 high of 42,888.

Seattle Audubon partnered with the Arboretum 
Foundation for the 2012 Garden Show. Seattle 
Audubon volunteer Neil Zimmerman managed this 
project.
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SEATTLE AUDUBON MISSION STATEMENT
Seattle Audubon cultivates and leads a community 
that values and protects birds and the natural 
environment.
Seattle Audubon is a nonprofit 501(c)(3)
organization.

Invest in the Future—Make a 
Bequest to Seattle Audubon
Shawn Cantrell              
(206) 523-8243, x15
shawnc@seattleaudubon.org

SEATTLE AUDUBON CENTER 
and NATURE SHOP 
Hours: Mon-Sat 10AM to 5PM
8050  35th Ave. NE 
Seattle WA 98115 
(206) 523-4483

A u d u b o n
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Birdchaser (Continued from page 1)

The Ross’s Gull is a rare species 
that seldomly passes the U.S. / Canada 
border. The population – which numbers 
around 50,000 – is threatened by oil de-
velopment near fall staging areas as well 
as the looming effect of climate change 
on the Arctic.

This tragic irony isn’t lost on me: 
driving hundreds of miles to see a bird 
under threat of oil development and cli-
mate change. The inner conflict between 
the adult, bird conservation professional 
and the child holding the dog-eared field 
guide was intense but short-lived. The 
kid won; I had to see this bird.

My alarm was set for 3 a.m. on Friday 
December 23, but I woke up at 2:00. I 
picked up Brendan McGarry and Todd 
Hass and pointed the car east. The ex-
citement in the car was palpable but we 
were careful to temper our enthusiasm 
considering the single most important 
fact that threatens any successful bird 
chase: birds have wings.

We arrived at Palmer Lake at 9:45 
a.m. Other birders were present and had 
been working the lake shore since dawn. 
After finding the half-submerged deer 
carcass that the gull had been frequent-
ing since its discovery a week prior, we 
heard the phrase all bird chasers hate 
(but expect) to hear: “you just missed it.”

We only had two hours to dedicate to 
the search before I had to head home to 
start the holiday weekend. After a brief 
but tantalizing view of a distant gull, we 
found 35 other birders with their scopes 
trained on where it had landed.

For 30 minutes the Ross’s Gull was 
nothing more than a distant white dot 
obscured by a thick flush of reeds. In 
the cold, we squinted through teary eyes 
to try, in vain, to make out the pinkish 
wash.

Then it flew. Watching a species for 
the first time is one of the most exhilarat-
ing parts about birding for me. For the 
first time I got to watch how the species 
behaved: its buoyant flight, how it held 
out its wings parallel to the ground facing 
the wind as it picked food from the ice 
surface.

After just 45 minutes, we had to pull 
ourselves away to start the 5.5 hour drive 
home. My North American life list had 
grown by one; my inner five-year-old was 
ecstatic.

Do you “chase” birds? Tell your story 
in the next Earthcare Northwest! Contact 
mariekes@seattleaudubon.org about sub-
mitting a piece for consideration for the 
next edition.

Ross's Gull
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Bylaws Revisions
by Lori Rath, Seattle Audubon Board Member

The Seattle Audubon Board of Directors 
has evaluated our organization’s current 
Bylaws to identify potential changes to 
improve operation. That review is now 
complete and the Board has approved 
proposed changes to the Bylaws. The 
proposed revisions will now be presented 
to the membership for consideration and a 
vote. The proposal includes:

• changes to the minimum and maxi-
mum number of Board members,

• terms of service for Board members 
and Officers, and

• a restructuring of Board committees.

Members may view a copy of both the 
existing and proposed Bylaws on the Se-
attle Audubon website at http://www.seat-
tleaudubon.org/sas/WhoWeAre/AboutUs/
Bylaws.aspx or call the office to request a 
hard copy via postal mail.

Members will vote on the proposed 
changes at the Program Meeting on 
Thursday, April 19, at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Downtown REI. If you have any ques-
tions about the proposed Bylaw changes,
contact Board president Cathy Jaramillo 
at cathyjaramillo@comcast.net or (206) 
923-0090.

© George West, birchsidestudios.com

M e m b e r  R e l a t i o n s

Seattle Audubon Slate of Board Officers 2012
Seattle Audubon’s Election of Board Officers is during the April Program Meeting, 
Thursday, April 19, 2012, 6:30 p.m. at the Downtown REI.

The Seattle Audubon Nominating Committee has put forward the following slate of 
officer candidates:

Charlie Kahle, President: Charlie has 
served on Seattle Audubon’s board since 
1998, including as President from 2000-
2002. He runs Kahle Technology Systems 
and has previously served on the National 

Audubon Society Board of 
Directors as well as the 

Audubon Washington 
Board of Stewards. 
He received an MBA 
from Dartmouth Col-
lege and a BS from 

Lehigh University.

Rachel Lawson, Secretary: Rachel has 
served as Secretary for Seattle Audubon 
since 2007. She received her MS from the 
University of Washington and became a 
Master Birder is 2004. Rachel has worked 
as a Zookeeper and served on the board 
of the Washington Ornithological Soci-
ety. She volunteers in Seattle Audubon's 
Nature Shop and leads field trips.

Erin Gray, Treasurer: Erin has served 
as the Treasurer for Seattle Audubon 
since 2008. She works at Green Century 
Capital Management and has also worked 
at a big-5 accounting firm. She has a joint 
MBA and Masters of Environmental 
Management, and brings financial and 
environmental policy knowledge to 
Seattle Audubon.

Beers for Birds: 
Test your avian 

knowledge and support 
Seattle Audubon!

Beers for Birds is back in 
Wedgwood on Thursday, 
April 26 from 7:00-9:00 p.m. at 
the Wedgwood Ale House. 
Be sure to stop by The Na-
ture Shop to enter the raffle 
to win fabulous prizes from 
local businesses.

Birdathon
Watch out for our first-ever 
Birdathon Issue of Earthcare 
Northwest, dropping into 
mailboxes in April!

QR Codes
You've probably noticed QR 
(Quick Response) codes pop-
ping up everywhere. Scanning 
a QR code 
with your 
smartphone 
will link you 
to digital 
content on 
the web. All 
you need is to 
download a QR code scanner 
to your smartphone; there are 
many good free apps avail-
able. Want to test it out? Scan 
the QR code below and on 
this newsletter’s backcover 
to "like" Seattle Audubon’s 
Facebook page.
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Community Habitat Tours
by Kelly Brenner, Seattle Audubon Board Member

Wildlife habitat certification is offered through many organiza-
tions as a way of creating, improving, and monitoring wildlife 
habitats both nationally and regionally. For certified Commu-
nity Habitats, many people band together to certify their entire 
community including yards, businesses, churches, and schools. 
The Puget Sound region is lucky to have 30 active Community 
Habitats, several of which offer free tours to the public.

There are several opportunities to visit and tour some of 
these backyard habitats this year. These are a valuable way to 
not only see what others have done, but to pick up ideas and 
inspiration and see how difficult problems can be solved. Most 

of the homeowners welcome 
visitor questions and are happy 
to discuss what has worked for 
them, how they got started, tips 
and tricks, and other insights 
into their habitat.

Tukwila Backyard Wildlife 
Festival
May 12, 9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. 
Tukwila Community Center
http://www.backyardwildlifefair.
org/

Habitat Loss—A Preventable Disaster
by Christine Southwick, Seattle Audubon Member

Your gas tank is almost empty. The last 
place you stopped, the pumps were dry. 
You know another place – it is miles 
away, but you should be able to just make 
it. When you get there, the filling station 
is gone. Now what?

If you were a bird with this scenario, 
you would probably fall to the ground, 
too exhausted and hungry to travel on. 
You might find enough water, food, and 
shelter to recover and travel to your 
breeding or wintering grounds. If not, 
you, and possibly your whole flock, would 
die, never to fly again.

Habitat loss is the number one cause 
of bird deaths!

There are fewer places for birds to 
perch and feed, raise their young, and find 
open water. Distances between resting 
and refueling stops often become so great 
that many birds traveling thousand-year-
old migration routes die from lack of 
water, food, and safe stop-overs.

You can help by making snags out of 
dead or dying trees, no longer “cleaning 
up” your yard, putting off clearing areas 
until after Labor Day, and providing wa-
ter, food, and shelter in your garden.

Start now!

Camano Island Garden Tour
June 30
http://www.camanowildlifehabitat.org/home

Where Our Wild Things Are
July 7, 10:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.
Shoreline
http://www.wowta.org/

Puget Sound Bird Fest
September 7-9
Edmonds
http://www.pugetsoundbirdfest.org/
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White-crowned Sparrow
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Continues on the following page.

2011 Christmas Bird Count RESULTS
by Matt Bartels, Seattle CBC Compiler

December 31, 2011
133 species tallied (count day + count week)
Count day: 129 species
Count week: additional 4 species
Individual birds: 48,273 birds
Observers: 187

Overview
The 2011 count tied the record for Seattle 
CBC species and was well above average 
for Seattle Audubon's survey area, a 15-
mile diameter “circle.” That said, the total 
number of birds tallied was our second low-
est in the past 15 years (only 2010 tallied 
fewer birds). In addition to the 129 species 
seen on count day, Snowy Owl, Ruddy 
Duck, Mourning Dove, and Nashville 
Warbler were all seen during count week. 
Nashville Warbler is new for the Seattle 
Audubon CBC. A Snowy Owl was seen in 
Ballard on December 29, but unfortunately 
was not seen on count day.

Highlights
Special count day birds include Common 
Redpoll (8), Western Tanager (2), and 
Townsend's Solitaire (2) – amazingly, 
each of those species were seen in two 
different sectors! Other notables include 
a Long-tailed Duck (downtown sector) 
and Red-breasted Mergansers observed by 
four different groups on fresh-water.  

Notable misses for the day include: 
Western Screech-Owl, Bonaparte’s Gull, 
Slate-colored Junco, and Brewer’s Black-
bird.

Record high counts for the 'modern 
period' (1973-present) were recorded for 
16 species:
Snow Goose (450); Cackling Goose 
(33); Pacific Loon (85); Peregrine Falcon 
(11); Common Murre (318); Pileated 
Woodpecker (25); Common Raven (3) 
[tied w/ 2009]; Townsend's Solitaire (2) 
[tied w/ 2001]; Orange-crowned Warbler 
(8) Nashville Warbler (Count week) 
[first time on Seattle CBC]; Townsend's 
Warbler (60); Western Tanager (3); Song 
Sparrow (992); White-throated Sparrow 
(5) [tied w/ 2010]; Golden-crowned Spar-
row (309); American Goldfinch (788) 
[though in 1921 over 1000 were tallied]

Trends
Ducks & Geese: Mostly seen in good 
numbers – exceptions include the same 
species as in recent years: Northern Pintail 
(23) & Ruddy Duck [count week only] 
are almost gone from the count area, and 
White-winged (34) & Black Scoters (27) 
continued to be low.  Loons were reported 
in higher than usual numbers.

Western Grebes – below the long-term 
average, but seem to no longer be in rapid 
decline as compared with the previous 
two years.

Raptors were all above average except 
for Sharp-shinned Hawks. It was nice 
to have 74 Bald Eagles and 11 Peregrine 
Falcons present. Those numbers really 
stand out when looking back and see-
ing that from up until 1990, double-digit 
eagle numbers were never recorded, and 
Peregrine was noted only once.

American Coots, with 2528 counted, 
were well below average, but up signifi-
cantly from the previous 3 years' totals.
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Dark-eyed
Junco
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C o n s e r v a t i o n  C o n n e c t i o n

Canopy Connections: Update
by Matthew Mega, Director of Conservation

Trees and the urban forests’ economic 
and ecological value should not be taken 
lightly. Seattle Audubon’s preliminary 
data suggest that the urban forest in 
north Seattle’s Meadowbrook neighbor-
hood sequesters more than 37 tons of 
carbon a year and removes almost 10,000 
pounds of air pollutants. As a neighbor-
hood, Meadowbrook almost meets the 
City’s goal of 30% canopy cover by 2036 
with 29%. Meanwhile, Brighton (an-
other Seattle neighborhood) has 13% 
percent canopy cover which removes 
about 19 tons of carbon annually and 
5,000 pounds of air pollutants.

Data from Seattle Audubon’s Canopy 
Connections program makes a differ-
ence to Seattle’s neighborhoods. The 
data is unique because it is tied directly 
to individual neighborhoods, allowing 
citizens an immediate connection to the 
value of their backyard trees and local 
urban forest, and the ability to track their 
neighborhood’s tree canopy progress. 

The data can also form the foundation 
for making informed policy decisions at 
the City level. The project has almost 
documented canopy cover for the entire 
City of Seattle and will bring the analysis 
forward at the third annual Urban Forest 
Symposium on May 14.

In addition to tree canopy data, 
Seattle Audubon’s Canopy Connections 
program is progressing in other ways. 
The program is investigating the feasibil-
ity of creating a tree wiki for the City of 
Seattle, modeled after the San Francisco 
efforts (http://urbanforestmap.org/), and is 
moving some of its tree data online (in-
cluding examples of neighborhood block 
surveys) by this summer.

Contact Matt (mattm@seattleaudubon.
org) if you would like more information 
about your neighborhood’s tree canopy or 
want to help verify tree locations in your
neighborhood.

City of Seattle: 
2012 The Year 

of the Tree
By Matthew Mega, 
Director of Conservation

This year the City of Se-
attle will update the Urban 
Forest Management Plan 
and (hopefully) pass a new 
tree ordinance. The Urban 
Forestry Commission (UFC) 
will monitor and provide 
comments on both of these 
critical issues. The UFC also 
provides an excellent place 
for your voice to be heard. 
Seattle Audubon invites you 
to help ensure the long-term 
health and viability of Se-
attle’s urban forest. Regular 
UFC meetings are held on the 
first and second Wednesday 
of the month, from 3:00 – 5:00 
p.m. in the Seattle Municipal 
Tower, 700 Fifth Avenue, 
room 2750.

Visit Seattle Releaf at 
seattle.gov/trees/ for all your 
tree questions.Continued from the previous page.
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Alcids were seen in higher numbers 
than average, a trend matched in the 
Vashon CBC results this year as well.

American Crow – continuing the 
trend noted last year 
when the roost site reloca-
tion resulted in shrinking 
the totals from what once 
reached almost 20,000 to 
this year's 7031.  

All warbler, sparrow 
and finch species seen 
were noted in above aver-
age numbers except Pine 
Siskin (a little below aver-
age) and Evening Gros-
beak (continuing a long 
decline – we haven't seen 

double-digit Evening Grosbeaks on the 
CBC in 15 years.) 

Thanks to all the participants who 
made it a great count.

Female Red-winged Blackbird
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A Student’s Perspective of FUN!
Check out what a Lafayette Student has to say about Seattle Audubon’s Finding 
UrbanNature (FUN) Program.

With your help we can con-
tinue to help Seattle Public School 
students have FUN and “feel like 
scientists.” Join us this spring by 
volunteering!

For more information or to 
volunteer, please contact Marieke 
Stientjes Rack at
mariekes@seattleaudubon.org

Technology: Learn Bird Songs the Fun Way
by Phil Mitchell, Larkwire Founder and Seattle Audubon Member

Ever wish you knew 
how to identify birds by 
ear? It's an important 
birding skill and hard to 
learn. Seattle Audubon 
Field Trip Committee 
Chair and Classes in-
structor Mark Johnston 
is part of a hightech 
effort to make learning 

bird sounds accessible to everyone.
Mark is part of Larkwire: a game-based

learning system that uses cognitive tech-

niques to make it easier to learn and re-
member bird sounds. Larkwire combines 
quiz games, a sound library, and tips from 
birdsong expert Michael O’Brien to aid 
learning. The system includes custom-
izable levels for beginner to advanced 
students.

The company behind Larkwire is a 
social venture that teaches birdsong and 
supports conservation with a minimum of 
ten percent of all proceeds.

For more information, visit: 
www.larkwire.com.
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Nature Camp Registration Goes ONLINE!
The dark days of winter are 
growing longer (and warm-
er!) and, before we know it, 
summer will be here! And 
that means Nature Camp 
will be here too!

We are excited to offer 
ONLINE registration for 
the first time this year. We 
will still offer phone and 

mail-in registration. If you are interested 
in applying for a scholarship, however, 
please call the Nature Shop for more 
information – (206) 523-4483.

Camps fill up quickly, so register soon. 
If a camp session is full, contact the 
Nature Shop and ask to be put on the 
waitlist. Waitlists fill up too.

We are excited to be entering our 
twenty-ninth summer of Nature Camp. 
We will continue to offer fun, exciting, 
and educational camp themes about 
oceans, the Puget Sound watershed, 
forests, worms, and art. And birds, of 
course!

Hope to see your children this sum-
mer at Nature Camp!

E d u c a t i o n  C o n n e c t i o n
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F e a t u r eF e a t u r e

In 1989, Janelle Shafer had a science 
teacher who believed in hands-on 
science education. In 2011, Janelle 
Shafer, Seattle Audubon’s Elementary 
School Program Manager, was awarded a 
national Together Green Conservation 
Leadership Fellowship.

Experiential science education mat-
ters. Janelle views her early experience 
with hands-on learning as transforma-
tive, leading her to a career in envi-
ronmental education and to her view 
that “The best way of protecting our 
environment is by educating the future 
stewards of our world through hands-
on, experiential lessons.” Experiential 
science education helped make Janelle 
a powerful environmental educator 
worthy of recognition by National 
Audubon’s conservation leadership Fel-
lowship program.

The Fellowship afforded Janelle a 
network of conservation leaders and re-
sources throughout the Americas, help-
ing her improve her project planning 
skills and giving her funds to develop a 
new program project for Seattle Audu-
bon. Over the past year, she was able to 
move the FUN Explorers program from 
just teaching about birds towards con-
necting birds to their vital native plant 
habitats. She did this by developing a 
new lesson focused on native plants and 
how birds depend on them, creating a 
native plant field guide written and il-
lustrated by the 5th grade students, and 
partnering with Earthcorp to engage 
the students in native plant restoration 
activities during the Explorers culminat-
ing field trip.

The results have been powerful. In 
addition to birding, students experi-
ence how to care for the native plants 
on which those birds depend. Students 
removed over 2,025 square feet of inva-
sive plants and showed a 25% increase 
in environmental science knowledge. In 
addition, they loved it. It is a powerful
learning experience where, as Janelle 
puts it, the students “ learn, have fun 
and are so happy.” They are developing 
a love of birds and nature, and experi-
encing science lessons that, like Janelle’s 
science teacher’s, empower students to 
make a positive difference in the world.

Seattle Audubon commends Janelle on 
her successful completion of the Together 
Green Fellowship Program.

Experiential Science Education Touches People
by Marieke Stientjes Rack, ECNW Coordinator

A "recycled rainforest" co-created by Elementary School 
Program Manager Janelle Shafer in her early days with 
the "Youth Environmental Society."

E d u c a t i o n  C o n n e c t i o n
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C l a s s e s

Class Information
Full details on these classes 
will be available Dec. 1 at: 
www.seattleaudubon.org.

Registration:
Seattle Audubon members 
receive a discount. Prereg-
istration required. You may 
register in person at 
Seattle Audubon Nature 
Shop, 8050 35th NE, Seattle, 
WA, Monday-Saturday, 
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. or by 
phone 206-523-4483.

Refunds: 
Full refunds are available for 
cancellations with at least 14 
days notice. No refunds are 
given with fewer than two 
weeks notice.

Location:
Locations vary. See class 
description for location. 
Check website or call the 
Nature Shop for directions.

Nature Photography - The Secret Behind the Shot
with Paul Bannick, Photographer and Author, The Owl and the Woodpecker

With the publication of the The Owl and 
the Woodpecker, Paul Bannick was estab-
lished as one of the leading new wildlife 
photographers in America. An exhibit 
based on his book opened at the Burke 
Museum last year and is currently touring 
the US. Learn the techniques, strategies, 
and equipment Paul used to make his 
iconic images. The class will consist of 
one evening lecture and one three-hour 
hands-on field session at a local park to 
practice and see him in action. If you want 
to get the most out of the class, you should 
have a telephoto lens and be comfortable 
adjusting the exposure, shutter speed, and 

shooting mode settings on your camera.
Lecture: Wednesday, March 28, 2012, 
7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Location: The 2100 Building, Board Room
Field Trips: Field trip participants will 
sign up in-class for one of four 3-hour 
sessions with a limit of 15 people in each 
session. Sign up for one session on either 
Saturday, March 31, OR Sunday, April 1. 
The field trip will run rain or shine and be 
held at Juanita Bay Park or another Seattle 
park, depending on weather.
Cost: $100 members, $120 non-members
Limit: 45 students lecture; 15 students/
field trip
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Springtime Birding for Beginners
with Hans de Grys, Lakeside School Chemistry Teacher, Master Birder, 
and MIT’s Inspirational Teacher Award Recipient 

This course explores topics of interest to 
the beginning bird watcher including the 
basics of identification, feathers and molt, 
where to find birds (habitat and local hot-
spots), identifying spring birds in Wash-
ington, and birding by ear. This class is 
an extension of the fall Intro to Birding 
class, although no previous experience or 
knowledge is necessary to enroll.

Lecture: Thursdays, April 19 and May 3, 
7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Location: The Lakeside School
Field Trips: Saturday, May 5, 8:00 – 11:00 
a.m., location to be announced in class
Cost: $50 members, $65 non-members for 
lecture and field trip.
Limit: 20 for lec-
ture and field trip

Birds and Plants of the Shrub-Steppe
with Andy Stepniewski, 
Author of Birds of Yakima County

This class will introduce you to the plant 
and bird communities of the shrub-steppe 
ecosystem in eastern Washington’s Co-
lumbia Basin. The instructor will present 
botanical tidbits relating to birds and touch 
on conservation issues. He will emphasize 
the relationships between Horned Larks, 
Sage Sparrows, Sage Thrashers, Brewer's 
Sparrows, Sage Grouse, and Vesper Spar-
rows and the preferred habitats of each 
within this unique mosaic of plant commu-

nities. Two leaders 
will conduct the 
day-long field trip 
to the Columbia 
Basin amidst spectacular wildflowers.
Lecture: Friday, April 27, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Location: The 2100 Building
Field Trip: Saturday, April 28, 6:30 a.m. – 
6:30 p.m.
Cost: $60 members; $75 non-members.
Limit: 25
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2012 Birding by Ear – Learning NW Bird Voices
with Bob Sundstrom, Professional Birding Tour Leader & BirdNote Lead Writer

Tune up your ears in this popular class, 
where you’ll get a handle on bird songs. 
Ideal for new birding-by-ear students or 
veterans who want an intensive refresher. 
Day-long trips offer intensive field ex-
perience, and cover a variety of habitats 
within 100 miles of Seattle. For new 
birding-by-ear students, or veterans who 
want an intensive refresher.

Note: Registration is by field trip. You 
may register for one or both field trips.

Two evening lectures are included 
when you register for one or both of the 
two different full-day field trips. Carpool 

and meeting plans will be given in class.
Field Trip #1: Wednesday, May 30, 
South Puget Sound
Field Trip #2: Wednesday, June 20,
East of the Cascades
Lectures: Tuesday, May 1 & 
Thursday, May 10, 2012
Location: The 2100 Building, Board Room
Cost: $100 members, $115 non-members, 
(for 2 lectures and 1 field trip).
$175 members, $190 non-members, (for 2 
lectures and BOTH field trips)
Limit: 18 per field trip

Butterflies of the Puget Sound Region
with Idie Ulsh, Past President Seattle Audubon, 
Founding President of Washington Butterfly Association

This relaxed and informative four-session 
course is back by popular demand! It is 
designed for people who wish to learn 
to identify and attract thirty of the most 
common Puget Sound butterfly species. 
The course is photo-based and includes 
natural history, butterfly gardening, and 
butterfly photography using superb digi-
tal photographs of all species and topics 
with several handouts. Butterflying is a 
wonderful complement to birding and 
teaching. Proceeds support SAS and 
WBA.

Classes: Tuesdays, May 15, 22, and 29, 
2012, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Location: Center for Urban Horticulture: 
Douglas classroom
Field Session: Saturday, May 19, or Satur-
day, June 2, in case of weather cancellation 
on May 19 (Field session guaranteed)
Cost: $75 SAS or WBA members, $90 
non-members
Lecture only $40 SAS or WBA members, 
$55 nonmembers
Limit: 15 for lecture and carpool field ses-
sion; Lecture only 20

Seattle Audubon is hosting a Master Birder Open 
House for prospective students on Wednesday, April 
11, at 7:00 p.m. at the Center for Urban Horticul-
ture, 3501 NE 41st Street in Seattle. It will provide 
a program overview, a sample course lecture by lead 
instructor Dr. Dennis Paulson, and Q & A about the 
program requirements and application process.

The next Master Birder class will begin in September, 
2012 and run through May, 2013. This adult education-
for-service program requires passing an entrance exam 
and entails spending two intensive semesters learning 
about the identification and natural history of Washing-
ton State birds.

Check out www.seattleaudubon.org for more information.

Master Birder Program Information Session

C l a s s e s

© George West www.birchsidestudios.com



12

©
Ir

is
 C

le
ar

w
at

er

F i e l d  T r i p s

Field Trips– 
Rules of the 

Road

While the way we publicize 
our regular field trips has 
changed, most of the other 
details remain the same, 
including the registration 
process. For detailed infor-
mation on field trips offered 
in the next month, visit our 
website at www.seattle-
audubon.org. You will find: 
•	 A complete schedule of 

upcoming trips.
•	 A detailed listing for 

each trip, including des-
tination, leader, meeting 
place, and a description 
of what you can expect 
to see.

•	 A checklist of what to 
bring.

•	 Carpool guidelines.
•	 Directions to the trip 

meeting places.
•	 Registration dates and 

process (this remains 
unchanged).

•	 General rules for field 
trip participants.

•	 A copy of the “liability 
release form” you will 
need to sign the day of 
the trip. Like most other 
organizations that offer 
public field trips, Seattle 
Audubon now requires 
participants to sign a 
waiver as a condition 
of participating in these 
free services.

The field trip schedule will 
be updated the first of each 
month, so be sure check our 
web site regularly!

Field Trips
Seattle Audubon has great spring 
field trips to see species in breeding 
plumage. Leaders will be looking for a 
variety of birds, including Long-tailed 
Ducks, Rhinoceros Auklets, and even 
Great Horned Owl young. Trips will 
visit Port Townsend, Boundary Bay, 
Reifel, Vashon, Camano, and more.

Interested in registering? Field trip 
registration opens on the first of the 
month for upcoming trips (not on the 
second Tuesday). Register by calling 
The Nature Shop at (206) 523-4483 
from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday.

Trips from mid-March to mid-April will be posted online March 1. 
Look for Seattle Audubon special Birdathon Field Trips in May!
Trips from mid-April to mid-May will be posted online April 1.
Trips from mid-May to mid-June will be posted online May 1.

Neighborhood Bird Walks
Join Seattle Audubon, rain or shine, for a two-hour, weekend bird walk. No sign up 
required! Beginning birders or new Seattleites will especially enjoy this initial exposure
to the rich variety of regional bird life. Families and non-members are welcome to attend.

Request binoculars from leader at least a week in advance. Further information is 
available at www.seattleaudubon.org or from the Seattle Audubon Nature Shop, 206-
523-4483. Contact the leader with additional questions.

Schedule for March 2012 - May 2012

Sunday, March 18, 11:00 a.m.
Alki Beach to Richey Viewpoint
Deborah Dowd, 509-860-0958
Alki Beach is on the West Seattle penin-
sula. Meet at the Alki Beach Park Bath-
house, 2701 Alki Avenue SW, near the 
“Statue of Liberty,” between 59th and
60th Avenues SW. Metro Bus #37

Saturday, April 21, 8:30 a.m.
Discovery Park
Neil Zimmerman, 425-485-3122
N3zims@comcast.net
Discovery Park is at the western end of 
Interbay-Magnolia. Meet near the toilet
facility at the South Parking lot (enter 
on right off W Emerson St. just beyond 
Viewmont Way W).

Saturday, April 14, 10:00 a.m.
Alki Beach to Richey Viewpoint
Deborah Dowd, 509-860-0958
Alki Beach is on the West Seattle penin-
sula. Meet at the Alki Beach Park Bath-
house, 2701 Alki Avenue SW, near the 
“Statue of Liberty,” between 59th and
60th Avenues SW. Metro Bus #37.

Saturday, May 5, 9:00 a.m.
Union Bay Natural Area
Fran Wood, (206) 323-2296
fbwood@u.washington.edu
Union Bay Natural Area lies in northeast 
Seattle, east of the University of Washing-
ton. Meet at the Center for Urban Horti-
culture in the East parking lot off NE 41st 
Street, one block beyond the place where 
Mary Gates Memorial Drive turns left to 
become NE 41st Street.

Birding in West Seattle.
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If you love birding, hiking or simply en-
joying some of the most beautiful scenery 
Washington has to offer, start making 
plans to visit Republic in June - a great 
time to hear and see the many birds that 
breed in the area. Republic is about 300 
miles from Seattle so allow at least 6 
hours of mountain pass travel time. Tak-
ing the North Cascades Highway (SR 
20) is a great option. The highway closes 
in late November or mid December, 
and usually reopens by early May. SR 
20 is the northernmost route across the 
Cascades and offers great high altitude 
birding, hiking, and picnicing. Species 
possible from the Rainy Pass overlook in 
June include Three-toed Woodpecker, 
Black Swift, Red-naped Sapsucker, Pine 
Grosbeak, White-winged Crossbill, Gray 
Jay, Clark's Nutcracker, and Evening 
Grosbeak.

Continue on SR 20 through the 
Methow Valley, Omak, Tonasket, and 
Wauconda until you reach Republic. 
As you travel east out of the Okanogan 
highlands you'll see the Kettle Moun-
tain range to the east. Between these 
mountains is Curlew Lake, drained to 
the south by the San Poil River and 
to the north by Curlew Creek and the 
Kettle River. This north-south riparian 
corridor is important for migrating birds 
and provides habitats for a wide variety 
of species - even the occasional moose! 
Several options for one-day driving loops 
are possible using Republic as your base.

An early morning hike along the 
San Poil is incredible, especially for 
those who love birding by ear. You’ll find 
the riparian areas alive with an almost 
overwhelming chorus of birdsong. Listen 
especially for the beautiful songs of Veery 
and Northern Waterthrush; birds that 
are often hard to see but whose distinc-

D e s t i n a t i o n

tive songs give them 
away during breed-
ing season. Other 
species to look and 
listen for include 
some more com-
monly seen in the 
eastern U.S. includ-
ing Red-eyed Vireo, 
American Redstart, 
Bobolink, and Gray 
Catbird. The Ferry 
County website 
(www.ferrycounty.
com) has a page 
devoted to bird-
ing the area and 
has information on 
camping, lodging, 
and restaurants.

If you need a break from birding, the 
Stonerose Interpretive Center (www.
stonerosefossil.org) in downtown Repub-
lic is a great place to search for fossils 
of plants, insects, and fish that lived 
millions of years ago. There is a fee for 
admission but on June 10, kids can dig 
for free as part of Republic's annual Pros-
pector Days Festival.

Destination: Republic
by Amy Shumann, Master Birder and Seattle Audubon Classes Committee Member
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Moose
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Annual Spring Plant Sale
Saturday, March 31 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Seattle Audubon 
parking lot
featuring
Fiarmeadow Nursery      
Tadpole Haven Nursery
Botanica  •  Steamboat Island Nursery 
Discovery Gardens  •  Madrona Nursery

Now OPEN 'TIL 7p.m. the 2nd Tuesday of each month
• March 13  •  April 10  •  May 8 

The Nature Shop
Where  prof i t s  are  for  the  b i rds

8050 35th Ave. N.E., Seattle, WA 98115 • (206) 523-4483  •  www.seattleaudubon.org

Open 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Mondays through Saturdays year round.

                    Wildlife of Lake Washington 
                       Marvelous photographs of the 

wildlife in, on, 
and around Lake 
Washington. 
by Aaron Baggenstos
Member Price 
$27.95

NEW FOR KIDS 
Rufous – 
The Amazing 
Humingbird 
Story of “Red”
Member Price 
$7.96

wildlife in, on, 
and around Lake 
Washington. 
by Aaron Baggenstos
Member Price 
$27.95

NEW

FOR KIDS 
Rufous – 
The Amazing 
Humingbird 
Story of “Red”
Member Price 
$7.96

Members

always receive 

20% OFF 

on books

Chickadee 
Nest Box 
$26.95

                    Swarovski CL 
                    Companion 30 
Compact binoculars. Impressive Performance.
8x30 $929 17.6 oz.
10x30 $999 18.2 oz.
Part of the best selection of optics in the 

Northwest. Come and let our experts help you find what’s best for you.
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