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Why Native Plants?
Native plantings in your yard or local park provide
many benefits to both people and birds:

2.

3.

They provide both food and shelter to birds, bugs,
and other wildlife
Since they are meant to live in the habitat that
that the Pacific Northwest provides, they require
little maintenance and watering once established.
Migrating birds depend on safe habitats for them
to rest while on their long journeys. Every little bit
helps!
Warbler or not? Answers:
1.
Warbler! (Townsend’s Warber)
2.
Not! (American Goldfinch)
3.
Not! (Western Tanager)
4.
Warbler! (Wilson’s Warbler)
5.
Warbler! (Hermit Warbler)
6.
Not! (Western Meadowlark)
7.
Not! (Western Kingbird)
8.
Warbler! (Orange-crowned Warbler

1.

Activity Book for Seattle
Audubon Youth Members

Common Yellowthroat © Gregg Thompson

Inside

Migration Coloring Page
Hazards
•
Powerlines
•
Airplanes
•
Wind turbines
•
Domestic Cats
•
Predators like raccoons
•
Severe weather
•
Skyscrapers and windows
Bird-friendly elements
•
Bird feeder
•
Local pond
•
Backyard habitats (trees)
•
Nearby forests
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Dear Adults

Puzzles and Games

You are My Sunshine…
Welcome to the Rookery summer issue! This edition is all
about the summery birds that hang out with us during
the hottest part of the year: warblers! You will learn
about different species of warblers, why it is important to
have native plants in your garden for them, and discover
what it means to migrate.

Many warblers migrate from their winter grounds
to their summer nesting grounds in the Pacific
Northwest. Can you help the yellow warbler get to
it’s summer breeding ground?

Summer also means Nature Camp is just around the
corner. Though most of our weeks at Magnuson are full,
our West Seattle camp still has plenty of openings, and
available scholarship funds. Check out our website for
more info.
Here are some upcoming family-friendly events:
Magnuson Children’s Garden Nature Walks:
Sat, June 22 – Dragonflies/Summer Birds 10-11:30am
Sat, July 27 – Bats and Beavers, 8:30-10pm
Sat, August 24 – Nature’s Grocery Store, 10-11:30am
(Meeting location TBD. Check our website for details.)

Fledglings and Friends Storytime, 10:30am at the
Seattle Audubon Nature Shop
June 19: Robins
July 17: Bird Beaks
August 21: Seeds and Berries
Family Friendly Neighborhood Bird Walks –
Happening all over Seattle over the course of the
summer. Check our website for details.
We are looking forward to seeing you soon!

2

For more information, visit
www.seattleaudubon.org
or call: 206-523-4483
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Puzzles and Games

Hello Warbler!

Bird Friendly Plant Word Search
Can you find the bird friendly native plant
names hidden in the box below?

Can you use the gridlines to draw a basic outline of a
warbler? Then add details to decide what species of
warbler it will be!
Step 1: Copy the
warbler outline onto
the grid below
Step 2: Color it in!

The answers are on the back!
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Some coloring ideas:
• Add a small black
cap to make it a
Wilson’s Warbler!
• Add reddish streaks
on it’s breast to
make it a Yellow
Warbler!
• Add a black mask
to make it a
Common
Yellowthroat!
• Give it a gray head
to make it a
MacGillivray’s
Warbler!
• Leave out the
yellow and give it
black and white
streaks to make it a
Black-throated
Gray Warbler!
• Color it however
you want and make
it new species of
warbler!
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Spotlight on Yellow Warblers

Yellow Warbler
Scientific Name
Dendroica petechial
General Info
Yellow Warblers are bright
yellow birds. Their
upperparts have a slight
greenish tinge, and their
tails are greenish yellow.
Their heads and faces are
plain, without lines or
streaks. The males have
distinct reddish streaks on
their breasts.
Habitat and Diet
Throughout their range,
Yellow Warblers use a variety
of brushy habitats on forest
edges. In Washington, their
breeding habitat is restricted
to hardwood thickets near
water, especially those with
willow, alder, and
cottonwood trees.
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My Native Plant Journal
Native Plant Scavenger Hunt
How many of these native plants can you find in your
yard or neighborhood? Go on a little walk around your
home to find out!

Salal

Nesting
The Yellow Warbler makes its
nest with bark and grass,
lined with plant down and
hair. The male finds food
while the female incubates
the 4-5 eggs that she lays.
Behavior and Song
They glean (to pluck or
collect) prey like small bugs
and caterpillars from small
limbs and leaves on trees and
bushes, but also fly out to
catch flying bugs in midair.
They can be difficult to see
because they generally stay
hidden in dense bushes or
high up in trees. During the
breeding season, the males'
distinctive song is a helpful
way to find them.

Evergreen Huckleberry

Red-flowering Currant

Oregon Grape

Mock Orange
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My Native Plant Journal

Spotlight on Warblers
Warbler or Not?

Today’s Date:________________ Weather:_________________
Location:___________________________
My Observations
The bird friendly plants I saw today:

One of the things that most warblers have in
common is their yellow feathers. Can you spot the
non-warblers in the photos below?

2.

1.

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

Gregg Thompson

Lee Barnes

3.

__________________________________________________

4.

__________________________________________________
What were the birds doing in the plants?
__________________________________________________
Greg Lavaty

Greg Lavaty

__________________________________________________

5.

6.

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
Draw a bird you found in the plant:
Greg Lavaty

Tom Grey

7.

8.
Answers
on the
back!
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Gregg Thompson

Gregg Thompson
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Bird Migration Coloring Page
Migrating birds like warblers, thrushes, swallows, terns, and ducks have to navigate a lot of obstacles on their
journeys. While you’re coloring the picture, can you identify all of the possible hazards that they must avoid? Can
you find elements in the picture that help migrating birds?
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