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The mission and strategic plan of the Seattle 
Audubon Society are steeped in the notion of 
community.  Feeling connected to community 
is vital to our society and how we accomplish 
all that we do here at Seattle Audubon. Both 
"community" and "society" are words that have 
been around a long time. Relative to the almost 
20 years that I have served on the Board of Se-
attle Audubon, I have watched the definition of 
community evolve and embrace technology.  For 
instance, a quick web search tells me that "Com-
munity" is now, firstly, a television comedy show.

In this 20-year span I have seen the Seattle 
Audubon community connect with email, then 
the web, Facebook, Instagram, and "eNews.”  
Tweeters email lists have supplanted the "bird 
box" phone line. 

M e m b e r  M e e t i n g

Continues on page 3.

Message From the President
Seattle Audubon wishes to express its sincere appreciation to Charlie Kahle, an all-around 
leader, volunteer extraordinaire, and friend of this organization. Charlie is the only SAS Board 
President who served two two-year terms in the last 20 years (2000-2002, 2012-2014). 

Save the Date:

Our 2nd Annual Open House
takes place the evening of 
Thursday, July 17

We hope you can make it!
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Letter from the Executive Director
Birdsong erupts from my backyard in celebration of the dawn, and I rise, far too early, 
with a surge of frustration. I’d been up late the night before, and just wanted to sleep. 
And while my frustration grew with the ruckus outside my window, an old friend crept 
out of the shadows of my memory and did for me what I could not seem to do for myself: 

A Minor Bird (by Robert Frost)
I have wished a bird would fly away,
And not sing by my house all day;
Have clapped my hands at him from the door.
When it seemed as if I could bear no more. 
The fault must partly have been in me,
The bird was not to blame for his key,
And of course there must be something wrong
In wanting to silence any song.    

I heard those lines in my head and listened to the birds with new ears. I drifted 
happily back to sleep. Many times we seem to need this nudge from our better selves, 
from an old friendly poem, or a friend, in order to see the bright side of what might 
otherwise be annoyances. 

Leading an organization like Seattle Audubon certainly has its challenges. Right 
now we are planning budgets, and that always presents hard choices. The need, the 
potential impact of our mission, is so great, but we face constraints of all sorts. And yet 
like my experience of the birds outside my window, I remind myself continually that 
the challenges I face on a daily basis are on behalf of a beautiful music. I cannot, we 
cannot, allow ourselves to dwell on our challenges. Our mission is a sort of birdsong, 
for the birds!

Spring has sprung and the green is riotous. Fecundity abounds. Our renowned 
Master Birder class is gearing up for another offering and the interest from applicants is 
inspiring. Our volunteer scientists around Puget Sound just performed an oil spill drill 
as part of our Puget Sound Seabird Survey. Let’s hope a large spill never happens here, 
but if it does, we will be on the frontline of responders. Our Finding Urban Nature 
(FUN) program is wrapping up a successful spring season in Seattle Public Schools. 
And we have once again filed suit against the Washington State Department of Natu-
ral Resources to fight another attempt to log in Marbled Murrelet habitat. Can we 
please live sustainably with our fellow creatures and leave them places to thrive? 

In short, we are as busy as the birds this spring, singing our own sort of program-
matic music.  I hope we inspire you to join our songs.

Brian Windrope

Brian Windrope

F r o m  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r
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SEATTLE AUDUBON MISSION STATEMENT
Seattle Audubon cultivates and leads a community 
that values and protects birds and the natural 
environment.
Seattle Audubon is a nonprofit 501(c)(3)
organization.

Invest in the Future—Make a 
Bequest to Seattle Audubon
Brian Windrope             
(206) 523-8243 x15 
brianw@seattleaudubon.org

SEATTLE AUDUBON CENTER 
and NATURE SHOP 
Hours: Mon-Sat 10a.m. to 5p.m.
8050  35th Ave. NE 
Seattle WA 98115 
(206) 523-4483

Volunteer Spotlight – Suzy Hunter 

My earliest bird memory is my mom 
showing me “Oregon” Juncos hopping 
around on the back porch while grow-
ing up in Issaquah. I went to school at 
Washington State University, intend-
ing to study zoology but, not having the 
stomach for dissections, I instead earned 
degrees in Fine Art Photography and 
Wildlife Biology. The last class I took 
during my final semester was in ornithol-
ogy, where I was introduced to birding.

After living for a few years in Tucson, 
listening to the sounds of Cactus Wrens, 
Phainopepla, and Gambel’s Quail, I moved 
back to West Seattle, where my husband 
and I are raising two strong and indepen-
dent girls (now 17 and 3 years old). I work 
at the University of Washington, where I 
am lucky enough to see Peregrine Falcons 
out my office window and be able to walk 
to the Montlake Fill at lunchtime!

I had always been a solitary birder, 
going out on my own and learning from 
books, until I heard a few years ago about 

Seattle Audubon's Master 
Birder program. This two-
semester education-for-service 
course was taught by Dennis 
Paulson, and it changed my 
birding life. I learned about the 
identification and natural his-
tory of Washington's bird species and had 
many delightfully nerdy conversations in 
field trip vans!

Since then, I’ve volunteered about 
150 hours for Seattle Audubon, which 
has been a great way to meet cool people, 
see new places and birds, and learn a ton. 
One of my favorite activities has been 
leading Neighborhood Bird Walks in 
West Seattle. I love helping people dis-
cover birds in their own backyards, and 
seeing their eyes light up the first time 
they see the sun shining on a Harlequin 
Duck or a Rufous Hummingbird doing 
its J-shaped dive. These Bird Walks are 
great for getting beginning birders, young 
people, and families interested in nature.

Suzy Hunter leads Seattle Audubon’s Neighborhood Bird Project (NBP) in 
Seward Park, where she and other citizen scientists conduct monthly bird census 
counts. In her own words:
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Continued from page 1.

Web cams follow our nesting eagles, owls, and 
chickadees. Over longer spans of time we are seeing 
trends in shifting bird communities: Anna's Hum-
mingbirds are here all winter now, while the number 
of Western Grebes continues to plummet.

Through all these changes our Seattle Audubon 
"community" is a steady, active, and driving force 
in our society. It is a quality of the friendships, 
shared interests, and values that bring us together to 
work towards our common mission to preserve and 

protect birds and the natural environment.  As our 
tools to accomplish this mission continue to evolve 
with technology, our community evolves to em-
brace those who can teach us new ways to accom-
plish our goals.

As I prepare to step down from the Board I am 
reminded of all those in our Seattle Audubon com-
munity that I have had the pleasure to work with 
over the years. Through changes large and small, 
it has been a great pleasure to work with each and 
every one of you.
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Volunteer Service Awards
In 2013, these volunteers spent more than 13,000 hours 
working for birds and nature. Thank you to all Seattle Audubon 
volunteers! An asterisk (*) indicates a new level of service.

7,000+
Charles Kahle, Richard Youel

6,500+
George Johnson

5,000+
Idie Ulsh

4,500+
Gerald Joyce*, Eugene Lagerberg, 
Marina Skumanich

4,000+
Steve Dang

3,500+
Walter Oelwein*, Mary Anne 
Thorbeck

3,000+
Virginia Morrison*

2,500+
Constance Sidles*, Herbert Curl*, 
Janice Bragg, Tom Riley

2,000+
Diana Aubin de Paradis, Marilyn 
Busher, Barbara Deihl, Rebecca 
Evans*, Penny Koyama, Rachel 
Lawson, Jean Mills, Suzanne 
Peterson*, Neil Zimmerman

1,500+
Terry Adams, Al Ferkovich*, Jane 
Hedberg, Alan Humphrey*, 
Jennifer Kauffman, Teri Martine*, 
Colene McKee, Judith Roan, 
Randon Robinson, Marilyn Sandall, 
Paul Webster, Barbara Webster*, 
Cynthia Wilson, Alison Wysong

1,000+
Karen Adair, Dianne Edmonds, Jill 
Ericsson*, Helen Hawley, Mark 
Johnston, Paul Metzner, Martin 

Muller, Martha Nester, Eldon Olson, 
Roberta Roberts, Thomas Rohrer, 
Penny Rose, Robert Sieh*, 
Martha Taylor, Ann Marie Wood, 
Sam Woods

750+
Pamela Cahn*, Linda Carroll, 
Michael Hobbs, Colleen McShane, 
Phyllis Moss*

500+
Matthew Bartels, Amy Cole, Bert 
Dudley, Linda Falconer, Helen 
Gilbert, Alan Grenon, D. Eric 
Harlow, Scott Hoskin, Courtenay 
Jackson, Catherine Jaramillo, Kelly 
Jewell, Ilon Logan, Kim McCormick, 
Henry Noble, Kay Norton*, James 
Owens*, Sarah Peden*, Adam 
Sedgley, Sharrie Shade*, Kathy 
Slettebak, Arn Slettebak, Cynthia 
Wang*, Japhy Whalen, Andrea 
Wuenschel*, Carleen Zimmerman 

250+
Rebecca Galloway, George Gerdts, 
Miriam Gray, Virginia Harris, Gary 
Kelsberg, Ronald Leamon, 
Judith Leconte*, Anna Martin, 
Cheryl McArthur*, 
Bo McFadden, Marilynn Miller, 
Scott Moore, Sally Murdoch, 
Jim O'Keeffe*, Linda Pomeroy, 
L. Scott Ramos, Mollie Reeves, 
Barbara Retzlaff, Jeanelle 
Richardson*, Mary Rogers, 
Katherine Schloemer, Jane 
Sepede, Amy Shumann*, 
Sharon Sneddon, Susan 
Stillman, John Tubbs, 
Thomas Weir, 
Susan Yates

100+
Nathan Burkemoore*, Paula 
Crockett*, Vasiliki Demas, 
Deborah Dowd, Nancy 
Edmondson, Sharon Ellard*, 
Robert Faucett*, Sara Frame, 
Barbara Guthrie*, Carl Haynie, 
David Hepp, Peter Hodum*, 
Chris Karrenberg*, Renee Koval-
Huenuqueo*, Tiffany Linbo, 
Gina Lozier, Donna Luce, Dennis 
Lund*, Richard McMinn, Lisa 
Moore*, Fred Rowley, Mary 
Russell*, Laura Saunders*, Jud 
Scovill, Lynne Smith, Karen 
Stephens, Jean Trent*, Mayumi 
Tsuru, Carmine Vincenzo*, 
Mark Wolff, Cheryl Wotus

Seattle Audubon is pleased to 
recognize these active volunteers 
with reported volunteer hours in 
the past 3 years.  Is your name 
missing from this list?  Please 
help us track your support by 
emailing your volunteer hours to 
volunteerc@seattleaudubon.org
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Seattle Audubon has long recognized the 
importance of migratory flyways to “our” 
birds. For example, our groundbreaking 
Shade Coffee Campaign promoted bird-
friendly coffee practices in South and 
Central America to protect migrating 
songbirds. Similarly, our past efforts to 
preserve Alaska’s North Slope reflected 
the importance of that area to nesting 
shorebirds, ducks, and other birds.

In the past couple of years, and with 
the leadership of President David Yar-
nold, National Audubon (NAS) has also 
reaffirmed the importance of flyways, both 
for bird conservation and for how people 
are organized to take action for bird 
conservation. Under the current strategic 
plan, NAS programs and staffing have 
both been reorganized to fall along four 
flyways: the Pacific, Central, Mississippi, 
and Atlantic flyways, with each flyway 
managed by an overall Flyway Director.  

What this means is that there is now 
coordination among national, state, and 
local Audubon efforts to address endan-
gered species throughout their migratory 
pathways. Thus the various efforts to 

protect seabird habitat from California to 
Alaska are now coordinated through the 
Baja to Barrow Project.  

And local chapters are playing a key 
role in this new coordination. For example, 
Seattle Audubon’s Puget Sound Seabird 
Survey is generating critical information 
on seabird populations that is being folded 
into the broader effort, working in partner-
ship with Audubon Washington’s Save Our 
Shores Project. The net result of organizing 
much of Audubon’s bird conservation work 
by flyways is that we will all together do a 
more effective job at 
conservation.

Flyways in the Audubon Network
by Marina Skumanich

It’s not often that a real birding celebrity stops by 
our humble headquarters. But on the morning of April 
22, David Allen Sibley, the field guide author and bird 
artist, visited Seattle Audubon’s Nature Shop as part 
of his book tour for the second edition of The Sibley 
Guide to Birds. More than 50 local birders chatted a bit 
with Mr. Sibley and had him sign copies of his books. 
Following the signing, the Seattle Audubon staff had a 
very pleasant lunch with Mr. Sibley and then whisked 
him off to the airport. Photo shows Sibley with Rufes 
the Bird, Seattle Audubon’s "Official Social Media 
Bird."

David Sibley 
Visits Seattle Audubon!
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1. How long have you worked with 
Seattle Audubon (SAS) education 
programs, and how did you first get 
involved?

I first got involved in 2010, when I was 
hired to be a Naturalist for Nature Camp. 
I had such a lovely time that I came back 
as a Naturalist for the next two summers 
after that. During the school year be-
tween the first few summers, I did various 
odd jobs for SAS, such as representing 
SAS at camp fairs, volunteering for the 
FUN program, and leading educational 
school programs using bird skins. Over 
the last year, I have also had the pleasure 
of being part of both the SAS Education 
Committee as well as the FUN Steering 
Committee. In 2013, I became the On-
Site Coordinator for Nature Camp and 
am looking forward to that opportunity 
again this summer.

2. This will be your second summer as 
the On-Site Nature Camp Coordinator.  
What were some of the highlights from 
your experience last summer, and how 
do you hope to build upon those experi-
ences this summer?

The biggest highlight for me from last 
summer was the amazing feedback we got 
from parents of campers about how much 
fun their children were having at camp. 
We (the Naturalists and I) work very hard 
to keep the day interesting, especially for 
those campers who come back to camp 
every year. My goal for camp is to try to 
differentiate it from other camps in the 
area. I want parents to understand that we 
don’t just provide entertaining childcare 
during the week, but also provide each 
and every camper with an educational 
experience that is highly engaging and 
experiential. When a camper goes home 

at the end of the day and can’t stop talking 
about the incredible birds they saw that 
day, or the game that they played, then I 
know we are succeeding in our goal.

3. What are the top three things you 
want kids to remember about Nature 
Camp?

The first thing is how fast each day flies 
by. I often hear from campers “Wait, it’s 
time to go already?” Nothing says you’re 
having fun like a day that flashes by in an 
instant. The second thing I’d like them to 
remember is how close they are able to get 
to nature while attending Nature Camp. 
Every week Naturalists strive not only to 
expose the campers to the natural world, 
but also to interact with it. Whether that 
be by tide pooling at the beach, digging up 
grubs from the soil, or tasting the various 
treats that the forest provides, each camper 
is encouraged to experience nature with all 
of their senses. The last thing I would like 
the campers to remember is how incredible 
and supportive the staff is. Each year, I am 
so proud of the group of Naturalists, as well 
as teenage Junior Naturalists, who are on 
hand to provide safe and supportive care to 
the campers. Every summer, this is evident 
by the love that is shown to them by each 
of the campers. Kids need to feel safe to 
learn and have fun, and our staff excels at 
providing that environment.

Nature Camp Spotlight: 
Interview with Hanae Bettencourt. 
Hanae will be the 2014 On-Site 
Nature Camp Coordinator

A u d u b o n  E d u c a t i o n

Register Now for 
Nature Camp 

2014
For more than three 
decades, Seattle Audubon 
Nature Camp has built 
a reputation for quality 
environmental learning, 
emphasizing experiential 
outdoor activities that instill 
an appreciation for nature. 

This summer, campers 
in grades 1-9 can experi-
ence birds, oceans, forests, 
wetlands, insects, and 
nature art during weeklong 
day camp sessions at Mag-
nuson Park. Last year, near-
ly 450 campers discovered 
the plants and animals that 
make up the unique habitats 
in the Pacific Northwest.

Online registration is 
open – certain sessions 
fill up quickly, so start 
planning for summer now! 
Volunteer opportunities and 
internships for high school 
students are also available. 

Learn more about Na-
ture Camp, download the 
brochure, or register online 
at www.seattleaudubon.
org/sas/naturecamp. 
Scholarship applications 
are available upon request.

Donate to the Nature 
Camp Scholarship Fund by 
contacting naturecamp@
seattleaudubon.org
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At the Spring member meeting, on April 
17, 2014, before author Constance Sidles 
spoke about her new book Fill of Joy, 
Board President Charlie Kahle con-
ducted some organizational business: the 
election of new Seattle Audubon Society 
Board Officers. At least 37 of those mem-
bers in attendance raised their hands to 
elect the following officers for Fiscal Year 
2014-2015:

Election of SAS Board Officers

A u d u b o n  N e w s
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currently serves as the Vice President for 
Seattle Audubon. She has been a volun-
teer with the organization since moving 
to Seattle in 2005. Cynthia originally
served on the Seattle Audubon Board in 
2006 and returned to the board in 2011 
after completing a two-year overseas 
work assignment. When she is not work-
ing with Seattle Audubon, Cynthia is a 
marketing and strategy executive for a 
large IT company. Cynthia holds BS and 
MS degrees in engineering, and an MBA 
in finance and marketing.

Bill Ehmann, Vice President:  Bill is 
currently Seattle Audubon's Develop-
ment Committee Chair. He was previ-
ously a board member for Bridgerland 
Audubon Society in Utah. Bill is also 
Associate Provost at Seattle University, 
where he helps lead academic strategic
planning, grants and research, and con-
tributes to branding and marketing ini-
tiatives. His Ph.D. is in animal ecology 
and he has done research on bird habitat 
selection, with a focus on cavity-nesting
birds. He has been an advisor to citizen 
science projects with the Cornell Lab 
of Ornithology including YardMap, and 
holds a Master Personal Banding permit.

Brett Austin Cooper, Treasurer:  Brett 
joined the Seattle Audubon Board of 
Directors in August of 2013 and has 
served on the finance committee since 
then. He is a certified public accountant 
and performs valuation services at an 
international accounting firm. Brett is 
active in the Seattle startup community 
and serves in an advisory role to several 
small technology companies.

Jill Ericsson, Secretary:  Jill currently 
serves on the Seattle Audubon Board 
as an At-Large member. She credits 
her interest in birds to watching her 
mother keep local, seasonal bird lists for 
more than five decades. Jill is a trained 
architect and runs her own business, 
which provides computer services to the 
design community. While engaged in a 
broad range of projects, she particularly 
enjoys working on habitat restoration. 
A Nature Shop volunteer for the past 
seven years, Jill finds the wide variety of 
interests, questions, and sightings that 
she encounters at the shop a rewarding 
and educational experience.
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Early results from the seventh year of the 
Puget Sound Seabird Survey (PSSS) in-
dicate that we had another fantastic year 
of data collection. Eighty-four dedicated 
volunteers surveyed 66 sites throughout 
central and south Puget Sound. A total 
of 12,444 individual birds from 49 spe-
cies (listed below) were recorded during 
monthly surveys from October 2013 
through April 2014. The PSSS Expan-
sion project in the Strait of Juan de Fuca 
and Whidbey Island is going well and 
will be reported on in a future edition of 
Earthcare Northwest.

Thank you to all the volunteers who 
went out in wind, rain, or snow to collect valuable data; it’s hugely appreciated and 
this project wouldn’t be possible without you.

Puget Sound Seabird Survey, 2013-2014
by Toby Ross, Science Manager

Brant
Canada Goose
Gadwall
American Wigeon
Mallard
Ring-necked Duck
Greater Scaup
Lesser Scaup
Harlequin Duck
Surf Scoter
White-winged Scoter
Black Scoter
Long-tailed Duck
Bufflehead
Common Goldeneye
Barrow's Goldeneye
Hooded Merganser
Common Merganser
Red-breasted Merganser
Red-throated Loon
Pacific Loon
Common Loon
Yellow-billed Loon*
Pied-billed Grebe
Horned Grebe

S p o t l i g h t  o n  S c i e n c e

Red-necked Grebe
Eared Grebe
Western Grebe
Brandt's Cormorant
Double-crested Cormorant
Pelagic Cormorant
American White Pelican
Great Blue Heron
American Coot
Pomarine Jaeger*
Common Murre
Pigeon Guillemot
Marbled Murrelet
Cassin's Auklet
Rhinoceros Auklet
Bonaparte's Gull
Heermann's Gull
Mew Gull
Ring-billed Gull
Western Gull
California Gull
Herring Gull
Thayer's Gull
Glaucous-winged Gull
*new to PSSS
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Imagine all the people who have shared 
their passion for birds and nature through 
Seattle Audubon over the last century!   

Seattle Audubon has impacted, 
inspired, and connected people with 
birds and nature since 1916, when four 
women started the organization in the 
midst of the First World War. From the 
beginning there were bird walks, Junior 
Audubon programs, and a campaign to 
stop the trade in wild bird feathers. Over 
the years we have been leaders in advo-
cating for the protection of Foster Island, 
the Olympic National Park, the Alpine 
Lakes Wilderness Area, Nisqually Na-

100 Years of Caring for Washington Birds and Habitat
by Jane Hedberg and Cathy Jaramillo

tional Wildlife Refuge, and many other 
important habitats.  

As we approach our anniversary in 
2016, it's a good time to reflect on our 
heritage of accomplishments and envi-
sion our path for the future. Over the 
next months we will be sharing stories 
from our history, profiles of our lead-
ers, and our vision for the centennial 
year and beyond, to the next century of 
Seattle Audubon. 

Join us as we commemorate our past 
and celebrate our community. More 
information on opportunities to get 
involved will be coming soon. 

S e a t t l e  A u d u b o n  H i s t o r y

Seattle Audubon’s Master Birder Pro-
gram is an intensive “education-for-
service” course examining Washington’s 
birds. Thanks to the vision of long-time 
volunteer and program founder Thero 
North, the skills of graduate and past 
Board President Idie Ulsh, the exper-
tise of naturalist and educator Dennis 
Paulson, and the dedication of program 
graduates, 234 people have earned the 
Master Birder title in the last 25 years. 
Most graduates continue to serve as 
high-level volunteers for Seattle Audu-
bon for years, if not decades. 

Chris Peterson, former Executive 
Director and daughter of Thero North, 
recalls that “it was clear to me that the 
Master Birder program was the source, 
the well-spring, of high-quality, depend-
able information about birds, as well as 
truly committed volunteers.  Thus, both 
the individuals and the organization 
benefited enormously.”

1989: The first class of 26 Master 
Birders held a formal graduation ceremony 

In the Last Century: Master Birder
by Jill Walters

on March 30, 1989. The course had six 
field trips and 25 classroom sessions. 

2001: The fifth Master Birder class 
fledged 22 new graduates after classes 
spanning the winter and spring of 2000-
2001. By this time, the program was or-
ganized by volunteers who were among 
the first graduating classes.

2013: Twenty-four students gradu-
ated in the spring with the 10th Master 
Birder Class of 2012-2013. Alumni of 
the first Master Birder class gathered 
for a 25-year reunion celebration at the 
Seattle Audubon office in November. 
Sixteen of the 26 founding graduates 
were in attendance (pictured above). 

First Master Birder class 
reunion: Front Row, left to 
right: Mike Seamans, Jan 
Sleight, Barb Jensen, Robin 
Ricks, Linda Anchondo, Paula 
Thurman, Courtenay Jackson, 
Lee Barnes. Back Row, left 
to right: Dan Victor, Marcus 
Roening, Alan Wenokur, Keith 
Geller, Neil Zimmerman, Den-
nis Paulson (instructor), Jan 
Lewinsohn, Hal Opperman. 
Not attending: Bob Sundstom, 
Idie Ulsh, Gerry Adams, Rob-
ert Ashbaugh, Eileen Bryant, 
Kaethe Barton, Becky Benton, 
Neal Jackson, Margie Palmer. 
Deceased: Bob Benton, Ardell 
Kuckenbecker. 
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This class will provide a glimpse into the 
fascinating world of bats, our “unfeath-
ered” friends. This evening class will 
include a fact-filled lecture followed by a 
night walk at Green Lake to observe and 
listen to local bats during their nighttime 
feeding forays. The presentation will offer 
a broad overview of the bat world, and will 
provide information on our regional bat 
species. The class will include discussions 
on conservation concerns, strategies for 
bat exclusion from homes, ways to attract 

Bats! For Birders
with Dan Hannafious, founding board member of Bats Northwest and naturalist for the 
Pacific Science Center

bats to the neighborhood, and options for 
bat houses. Dan is a local naturalist and 
environmental educator who has been 
providing community Bat Chats and Bat 
Walks for over 15 years.
Lecture: Thursday, July 10, 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.
Field Trip: Thursday, July 10, 9:00 to 
10:00 p.m.
Location: Phinney Neighborhood Center 
(lecture), Green Lake (field trip)
Cost: $35 members, $45 non-members
Limit: 25

Most people do not think of looking for 
geology from the sidewalks of Seattle, but 
for the intrepid geologist any good rock 
can tell a fascinating story. All one has to 
do is look at building stone in downtown 
Seattle to find a range of rocks equal to 
any assembled by plate tectonics. Further-
more, building stones provide the founda-
tion for constructing stories about cultural, 
as well as natural, history. On this 1.5-mile 
long walk, we will explore stone ranging 
from 3.5 billion years old to 120,000 years 
old, limestone chock full of fossils, and 

Stories in Stone
with David B. Williams, author of “Stories in Stone: Travels Through Urban Geology,”and 
“The Seattle Street-Smart Naturalist: Field Notes from the City.” www.geologywriter.com

rock used by the Romans to build the Col-
osseum. We will discuss history, geology, 
and architecture to give you a new way to 
appreciate the urban wilds of Seattle.
Lecture: No lecture
Field Trip: Saturday, August 2, 10 a.m. to 
noon
Location: Meet downtown at southeast 
corner of 1st and Madison (in front of the 
new Federal Building)
Cost: $30 members, $40 non-members
Limit: 15 (a second session may be of-
fered the same day if this one fills up)

The West Coast of North America offers 
some of the best opportunities to see 
seabirds anywhere in the world. The rich 
waters 20 to 40 miles offshore support a 
diversity of species – albatrosses, shear-
waters, storm petrels, and jaegers – that 
spend much of the year in the waters far 
offshore at the edge of the continental 
shelf. If you've heard about pelagic bird-
ing but weren't sure what’s involved, this 
is the class for you! The class lectures will 
cover the diversity of seabirds that are 

Pelagic Birding
with Mike Donahue, Gull Expert and Pelagic Guide

found offshore, focusing on natural his-
tory and identification, as well as how to 
prepare for a pelagic trip. Then practice 
what you have learned with the optional 
one-day pelagic boat trip on August 16 
that departs from Westport, WA.
Lecture: Tuesdays, July 22 and 29, 7:00 to 
9:00 p.m.
Location: The 2100 Building, Board Room
Cost: $50 members, $65 nonmembers 
(Pelagic boat trip is paid separately 

Class Information
Full details on these classes 
are available at: 
www.seattleaudubon.org.

Registration:
Seattle Audubon members 
receive a discount. Prereg-
istration required. You may 
register in person at 
Seattle Audubon Nature 
Shop, 8050 35th Ave. NE, 
Seattle, Monday-Saturday, 
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. or by 
phone 206-523-4483.

Refunds: 
Full refunds are available for 
cancellations with at least 14 
days notice. No refunds are 
given with fewer than two 
weeks notice.

Location:
Locations vary. See class 
description for location. 
Check website or call the 
Nature Shop for directions.

Continues on the following page.
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C l a s s e s

Have you ever been out birding with 
someone who could identify that smudge 
of a bird in the distance before you 
could even see that it was a bird? This 
lecture class will help you hone that all-
important skill of using size, shape, and 
flight pattern to narrow the options.  Bird 
shape is almost always a useful, and in 
some cases the best, tool to identify birds 
but is under-used by many birders.  This 
class helps you focus on bird shape by 
presenting a wide variety of bird shapes 
and highlighting some local bird species 

Birding by Shape
with Dr. Scott Mills, Bird Guide and Field Trip Leader

through Westport Seabirds.*)
Limit: 25 for the lecture (minimum 15 
to run the class)
Optional field trip with instructor:
*Westport Seabirds trips can fill up 
quickly. They have set aside 10 spaces for 
registered class members on their August 
16 trip. If you cannot make it August 16, 

Continued from the previous page.

groups where shape is a valuable identi-
fication tool. Dr. Scott Mills has been an 
active birder and field trip leader for more 
than 50 years.  Since 1999 he has spent 
more than 425 days at sea (including over 
100 Westport Seabirds trips) where shape 
is often the best way to identify birds.
Lecture: Thursday, June 19, 7:00 to 
9:00 p.m.
Location: 2100 Building, Board Room
Field trip: No field trip
Cost: $25 members, $35 non-members
Limit: 45

Introduction to Shorebirds of the 
Pacific Northwest
with Hans de Grys, Chemistry Teacher, 
Lakeside School; Master Birder; 
Recipient MIT’s Inspirational Teacher Award

During late summer and early fall, dozens of spe-
cies of sandpipers, plovers, and other shorebirds 
pass through Washington on their way to their 
southern wintering grounds. Their varying 
plumages, habits, and morphologies make them 
an interesting and challenging group for birders. 
This class will focus on the identification, behav-
ior, and natural history of this diverse collection of 
birds. This session is suitable for beginning and interme-
diate birders.
Lecture: Thursday, August 28; 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Location: The Lakeside School, Allen-Gates Bldg, Room101
Field Trip: No field trip
Cost: $25 members, $35 non-members 
Limit: 20

other dates are available independently 
through Westport Seabirds at the website 
below. Contact Mike Donahue directly at 
206-290-8294 or bfalbatross@gmail.com 
to hold one of these spaces on the August 
16 trip after you register for the lecture. 
Cost and departure information is avail-
able at www.westportseabirds.com.
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Field Trips– 
Rules of the 

Road
While the way we publicize 
our regular field trips has 
changed, most of the other 
details remain the same, 
including the registration 
process. For detailed 
information on field trips 
offered in the next month, 
visit our website at www.
seattleaudubon.org. You 
will find: 
•	 A	complete	schedule	of	

upcoming trips.
•	 A	detailed	listing	for	

each trip, including des-
tination, leader, meeting 
place, and a description 
of what you can expect 
to see.

•	 A	checklist	of	what	to	
bring.

•	 Carpool	guidelines.
•	 Directions	to	the	trip	

meeting places.
•	 Registration	dates	and	

process (this remains 
unchanged).

•	 General	rules	for	field	
trip participants.

•	 A	copy	of	the	“liability	
release form” you will 
need to sign the day of 
the trip. Like most other 
organizations that offer 
public field trips, Seattle 
Audubon now requires 
participants to sign a 
waiver as a condition 
of participating in these 
free services.

The field trip schedule will 
be updated the first of each 
month, so be sure to check 
our website regularly!

From early June, with its singing mi-
grant warblers, vireos, and flycatchers 
vying for one’s ear at the Tradition 
Plateau, to the “fall” migration of 
shorebirds in August, summer field trips 
beckon Seattle Audubon members. An-
ticipate a June boat excursion to Protec-
tion Island, where most Puget Sound 
marine birds nest, including thousands 
of alcids (Tufted Puffins!) and Glaucous-
winged Gulls, while marine mammals 
lounge on the rocks. Mt. Rainier hik-
ing may stretch our muscles as we see 
myriad colorful flowers and mountainous 

vistas as well as possible Gray-crowned 
Rosy-Finches and White-tailed Ptar-
migan. And let’s not omit such Eastern 
Washington locations as the Umtanum 
Creek area or Robinson Canyon, where 
we visit Lazuli Bunting, Bullock’s Ori-
ole, and the noisy but secretive Yellow-
breasted Chat. Meanwhile, familiar 
local sites—the Arboretum, for one, 
where Barred Owls may be found—and 
Whidbey Island, offer such unique-to-
summer delights as baby birds, looking 
somewhat foolish and fluffy, singing 
their first awkward songs.   

Summer: An Excess of Birding Delights

Join Seattle Audubon, rain or shine, for a two-hour 
bird walk. No sign up required! Beginning birders or 
new Seattleites will especially enjoy this exposure 
to the rich variety of regional bird life. Families and 
non-members are welcome to attend.

Request binoculars from The Nature Shop at 
least a week in advance. Further information is 
available from The Seattle Audubon Nature Shop, 
206-523-4483. Directions are available at www.seattleaudubon.org.

Sunday, June 1, 9:00 a.m. – Magnuson Park, Seattle
Leader: Emily Bishton (206-523-1774; day of walk only)
Meeting location: Promontory Point Pavilion
Magnuson Park is in Northeast Seattle. Take bus #30 or #75 to NE 65th St entrance 
on Sand Point Way NE. Promontory Point Pavilion is a red-metal-roofed structure 
next to the little drive-in road at the west edge of parking lot E-1. It is marked with 
a pink square on the Magnuson Park map at www.seattle.gov/parks/magnuson/docs/
magnuson_map.pdf.

Thursday, June 26, 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. – Washington Park Arboretum
Leader: Penny Bolton
Meeting Location: Graham Visitors Center Parking Lot, 
2300 Arboretum Drive East
The Washington Park Arboretum is a 200-acre park on the shore of Lake Washing-
ton, in the Madison Park neighborhood of Seattle. This evening stroll will give you 
the opportunity to learn more about the flora and fauna of this special Seattle park 
and tree collection. Barred Owls nest in the park, and if we are lucky we might see 
newly fledged owls. We will also listen to birds and learn some common birdsongs. 
This is a good walk for families with children. Bring binoculars if you have them or 
call The Nature Shop during business hours and arrange to borrow a pair. For direc-
tions go to http://depts.washington.edu/uwbg/visit/directions.shtml.
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Looking for an easy-to-reach birding 
site in Southwest Washington with lots 
of ducks, plenty of raptors, and a liberal 
sprinkling of woodpeckers and songbirds? 
You can try Swofford Pond, located just 
southeast of the small Lewis County 
town of Mossyrock. The 220-acre pond 
and 80 acres of surrounding mature 
deciduous forest are just a small part of 
the 15,000-acre Cowlitz Wildlife Area, 
which is managed by Washington’s De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife. The site 
is approximately a two-hour drive from 
the Seattle area, and just 30 minutes east 
of Interstate 5’s exit 68. Directions can 
be found at http://wdfw.wa.gov/lands/
wildlife_areas/cowlitz. The pond is also 
included on the Southwest Loop of the 
Great Washington State Birding Trail.

Main birding access is along the road 
(Green Mountain Road) that borders a 
portion of the pond and via a fairly level 
1.25-mile trail that meanders through 
the forest bordering the south shore of 
the pond. You can park along Green 
Mountain Road along the pond’s edge, 
but make sure your car displays a State of 
Washington Discovery Pass.

Ducks are one of the prime attrac-
tions at Swofford Pond and on adjoining 
wetlands, and these include, depending 
on season, Lesser Scaup, Wood Duck, 
Ring-billed Duck, Barrow’s Goldeneye, 
Common Merganser, Northern Shoveler, 
Northern Pintail, as well as Blue-winged 
and Green-winged Teal. Common Loons 
are sometimes seen. Several birds-of-prey 
are typical, with Bald Eagle, Osprey, and 
American Kestrel being frequent sight-
ings. The entire wildlife area is, in fact, 
actively managed to protect Bald Eagle 
and Osprey foraging habitat.

In the uplands around the pond, 
which include several large fields main-

D e s t i n a t i o n

tained as wildlife foraging areas, a few 
flycatchers can often be viewed, as well 
as songbirds such as various sparrows, 
warblers, wrens, and thrushes. Red-
winged Blackbirds and Marsh Wrens 
tend to sing from the cattail marshes 
that line parts of the shoreline, and 
woodpeckers, including Red-breasted 
Sapsucker and Downy, Hairy, and Pile-
ated Woodpeckers, are often spotted on 
dead trees in the more open areas of the 
forest. Tree squirrels, Muskrat, River Ot-
ter, and deer and Elk are mammals you 
might stumble across. 

All-in-all, you’re sure to have a pleas-
ant day’s wildlife-watching in the area. If 
you go, remember to bring bug spray and 
shoes suitable for muddy trails. Sting-
ing nettles are trailside in some areas, so 
keep a watchful eye on the kids! Note 
also that ponds in the area are popular 
fishing spots.

Swofford Pond
by Les Beletsky
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Members

always receive 

20% OFF 

on books

AND 
Member 
      Pricing 
 on seed!

Now OPEN 'TIL 7p.m. the 2nd Tuesday 
of each month

• June 10  •  July 8 •  August 12

The Nature Shop
Where the profits are for the birds

8050 35th Ave. N.E., Seattle, WA 98115 
(206) 523-4483  •  www.seattleaudubon.org

Open 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Mondays through Saturdays year round.

NEW
updated: The Sibley Guide to Birds of 
North America, 2nd Ed 
Member Price $32
A best seller for a dozen years. Com-
pletely revised and updated edition 
of the most comprehensive, widely 
acclaimed bird guide available. Larger 

images, 600 new paintings, revised original art, 111 rare 
species now included, updated and expanded text, and 
new maps. 

Bird Baths: As summer 
weather draws us to our 
yards and gardens, we get to 
share those spaces with birds. A 
great way to provide habitat for 
birds, even in small spaces, is with 
water features. The Nature Shop 
stocks a variety of bird baths and 
misters, which provide drinking 
water and a good place for back-
yard birds to bathe. A customer favorite, sturdy 
concrete aggregate bird baths ($139.95), are back in 
                                           stock and will last for years. 

We’re Number One!
 Oh no.  We didn’t win anything or top any important 
list--That’s just our 
address:  #1 Economy 
Arcade!  We’re right at 
the southwest corner 
of First and Pike Street 
in downtown Seattle in 
the entrance of the Pike 
Place Market.  You can 
find hundreds of imag-
es of birds and wildlife 
of the Northwest, such as 
as this Barn Swallow, 
all from my acrylic 
paintings, in the form 
of prints, posters, note-
cards & originals.

Ed Newbold Wildlife Artist 
one door in from the Newsstand @ 1st & Pike 206 652-
5215 or visit the store at:
                  www.ednewbold.com

The Pike Place Market!  Where else 
would you expect to find Bird Art?
 Flying fish, flower and 
vegetable stalls or summer 
crowds may be the first 
things that come to mind 
when thinking of the Pike 
Market.  But it’s also a 
great place to find prints 
of Bohemian Waxwings, 
Pigeon Guillies or a Barn 
Swallow.  Near its en-
trance are over 500 differ-
ent prints & posters with 
bird and nature subject-
matter from paintings by...  

Ed Newbold  Wildlife Artist 
one door in from the Newsstand @ 1st & Pike 206 652 5215
or visit the store at:    www.ednewbold.com
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Hummingbird Health
Anna’s Hummingbirds are year-round 
visitors, one of the reasons why feeding 
them is so enjoyable. Seattle Audubon 
recommends bi-weekly cleaning of feeders 
in summer to keep hummingbirds healthy. 
Warm weather encourages faster bacte-
rial growth in the nectar, requiring more 
frequent cleaning. Using a brush like the 
Perfect Little Brush from Droll Yankee, in 

tandem with hot soapy water, will 
help keep feeders truly clean. 
For more information on feeder 

hygiene or humming-
birds, visit The Nature 

Shop’s page on the 
Seattle Audubon 

website or call 
The Nature 

Shop.

C o m m u n i t y  C o n n e c t i o n s

Register Online at
seattleaudubon.org/sas/naturecamp

Discovery, Exploration, Learning, and Fun 
for children in grades 1-9

Weekly Day Camp 
Sessions Run 

6/23/14-8/29/14

Extended Care, Scholarships, & Volunteer Opportunities for Teens Available

Bugs!  Birds!  Forests!  Oceans!  Wetlands!  Nature Art!

THANK YOU to everyone who supported us
during The Seattle Foundation's giveBIG
event. $24,636* was raised for birds and

nature in a single day!

*This amount does not include The

Seattle Foundation's partial matching funds.
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