
T H E  O F F I C I A L  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  S E A T T L E  A U D U B O N

V
o

l.
5

2
 N

o
.6

S u m m e r  2 0 1 2

I n s i d eInside

Building a Community   2
In the Last Century  3

Appreciation    
Volunteer Service Awards   4

Spotlight on Science          
Bi rdWeb          6
PSSS Resu l t s      7                 

Education Connection    
Tree Canopy Cover         8                 
BirdWatch          9                 

Classes               10

Field Trips                    12

Destinations                 
Ice land          13                 

Nature Shop           14

E v e n t

Seattle Audubon Appreciation 
and Awards Dinner
Featuring Steve Osmek, 
Sea-Tac International Airport Wildlife Biologist 
June 14, 6:00-8:30 p.m.

Seattle Audubon celebrates its volunteers and their accomplish-
ments at the annual Appreciation and Awards Dinner.  Join Seat-
tle Audubon for volunteer recognition, Annual Awards, 
and a great presentation.  The dinner will be held at Mt. 
Baker Community Club, 2811 Mt. Rainier Drive South, 
98114.  Space is limited.  Please RSVP by June 8, to 
Marieke Stientjes Rack at mariekes@seattleaudubon.org.

The evening’s speaker is Steve Osmek, a wildlife 
biologist for Sea-Tac International Airport.  Mr. Osmek 
will introduce Sea-Tac’s Wildlife Management Plan, and 
focus on Sea-Tac’s successful Raptor Strike Avoidance 
Program, implemented in partnership with the Falcon 
Research Group. 

Seattle Audubon is grateful for its dedicated vol-
unteers.  Please join Seattle Audubon for this annual 
celebration.

Science on the Edge:
Birds on Beaches and the Quest for a Better Seawall
by Lauren Kuehne, UW Aquatic & Fishery Sciences Graduate Student

It is easy to forget that bird conservation often comes down 
to habitat.  If a species is threatened, odds are good it is running 
up against a bottleneck in critical habitat for mating, nesting, or 
feeding.  A big problem with habitat alteration is that effects can 
be gradual and difficult to link to cause.  So, even though conser-
vation-minded folks would never pour motor oil down the drain, 
the same awareness doesn’t necessarily extend to rearranging 
habitat.  This is the case with Puget Sound’s increasingly modi-
fied shorelines, such as seawalls or riprap (known 
as armoring).  Depending on closeness to urban 
areas, it can be difficult to find natural shorelines; 
currently one-third of all Puget Sound shorelines 
are engineered or modified.  (Continues on page 5)
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Building a Community 
for the Next Century
by Cathy Jaramillo, 
Seattle Audubon President

Seattle Audubon is enjoying an excit-
ing spring! We’ve approved new bylaws, 
elected incoming board officers, and are 
putting final touches on the strategic 
plan. We’ve weathered the turbulence 
of a down economy and the political 
volatility that has gone with it. Seattle 
Audubon’s vision is to be, and to be 
strongly perceived as, one of the leading 
organizations for enjoying and preserving 
nature right here in Seattle. 

Seattle Audubon’s mission is to 
cultivate and lead a community that 
values and protects birds and the natural 
environment. Going forward, the empha-
sis will be to engage and grow the com-
munity in a way that better reflects the 
Seattle area as a whole. 

I feel, as does the Seattle Audubon 
board, that together we can find many 
ways – some old, some new – to bring 
more people to join us in protecting 
and enjoying birds and nature. Most of 
us probably know friends, family, and 
coworkers who already share our passion, 
interest, and concerns; getting them to 
actively join with us will also be a focus of 
our efforts in coming years. 

The key strategy will be to expose 
more people to birds and nature, and 
bring more people into our community.  
To accomplish that, we will:
• Focus on our internal operation and 

infrastructure, which is the foundation 
for everything we can accomplish.

• Achieve broader diversity in Seattle 
Audubon programs to engage people 
of all ages and ethnicities. 

• Put robust 
systems into 
place to com-
municate the 
unique programs 
and benefits of Seattle 
Audubon, to our member-
ship and the larger commu-
nity. 

The ultimate gauge of Seattle Audu-
bon’s success is your continued support and 
engagement.  Everything Seattle Audubon 
is able to do comes about only because of 
the passion and leadership you, and your 
fellow members and volunteers, bring.

I look forward to sharing that passion as 
Seattle Audubon starts developing the tac-
tics to support the new strategic plan, and 
prepares for our Centennial celebration.  
It will be a lot of fun to reflect on past 
accomplishments, but more importantly, 
demonstrate that Seattle Audubon is well 
positioned for the next one hundred years.

Your involvement, big or small, contrib-
utes to the success of Seattle Audubon.  If 
you would like to discuss ways to become 
more engaged or get involved in any of 
Seattle Audubon programs or projects, in-
cluding centennial planning, please contact 
Marieke, Seattle Audubon's Volunteer Co-
ordinator, at mariekes@seattleaudubon.org.

S e a t t l e

Seattle Audubon
Shop phone: (206) 523-4483
Staff phone: (206) 523-8243
Fax: (206) 528-7779

Executive Director, x15

Education Director, x11

Nature Camp Registrar, x36

Elementary School Program 
Manager, x19

Elementary School Program 
Assistant, x18

Nature Shop Manager, x10 

Nature Shop Assistant, x13 

Conservation Director, x38

Science Manager, x21

Volunteer Coordinator, x12 

 Development Manager, x16 

Development Associate, x14

Finance Manager, x17 

WEB SITES
http://www.seattleaudubon.org
http://www.birdweb.org

Earthcare Northwest, the 
official newsletter of 
Seattle Audubon
Coordinator, Marieke Rack
Design and Layout, Sandy Welch 
Proofing, Karen Stephens and 
Cathy Pfarr 

Advertising : Inquiries and 
submissions should be sent 
via e-mail to
earthcare@seattleaudubon.org 
by the 1st of the month pre- 
ceding publication. Address 
changes should be sent to 
info@seattleaudubon.org. 
Submissions will be edited and 
published at Seattle Audubon's 
discretion.

© Seattle Audubon, 2012
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SEATTLE AUDUBON MISSION STATEMENT
Seattle Audubon cultivates and leads a community 
that values and protects birds and the natural 
environment.
Seattle Audubon is a nonprofit 501(c)(3)
organization.

Invest in the Future—Make a 
Bequest to Seattle Audubon
Shawn Cantrell              
(206) 523-8243, x15
shawnc@seattleaudubon.org

SEATTLE AUDUBON CENTER 
and NATURE SHOP 
Hours: Mon-Sat 10AM to 5PM
8050  35th Ave. NE 
Seattle WA 98115 
(206) 523-4483

Carkeek Park
In January 2011, Carkeek 
Park’s Environmental Learn-
ing Center was closed as 
part of significant budget 
cuts by the City of Seattle.  
Currently, Seattle Audubon 
is in discussions with the 
city regarding the potential 
of providing environmental 
education programing at 
Carkeek.  While Seattle 
Audubon is excited and 
hopeful about the possibil-
ity, there are many things 
to work out before any 
contract can be negotiated 
that works for everyone’s 
interests.  City and Seattle 
Audubon staff are in the 
early stages of discussing a 
potential Seattle Audubon 
role at Carkeek, and both 
the Seattle City Council and 
the Seattle Audubon board 
would need to approve any 
proposed contract.  For ad-
ditional information, contact 
Shawn Cantrell at shawnc@
seattleaudubon.org.

A u d u b o n
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Day Campers meet a corn snake ca. 1986.

In the Last Century–
Nature Camp
by Jill Walters

Seattle Audubon has had a summer 
nature camp since 1982.  The following 
contains Nature Camp history.

1982: Citing a need for global appreciation 
for the environment and an increased focus 
on children’s education, the board of direc-
tors and education committee announced 
Audubon Nature Day Camp for children 
ages 6-11 and a Natural History Field 
Program for junior and senior high school 
students. Held at the Good Shepherd 
Center in Wallingford, younger campers 
spent two days onsite and two days on field 
trips “sneaking up on bullfrogs, searching 
for ‘mini-critters’ in pond water, peering in 
tidepools, [and] hunting for animal homes.” 
Older students spent four days learning the 
skills of naturalists before embarking on a 
weekend camping trip to Mt. Rainier. The 
intensive 11-day high school program sur-
veyed a potential Audubon wildlife area.

A scholarship fund was established for 
children whose families could not afford 
to pay a full week of Day Camp tuition 

(ranging from $35 for ages 6-8 up to $110 
for high school students).
1995: After 13 years at the Good Shep-
herd Center, Nature Camp moved to the 
Villa Academy in Laurelhurst. At this time, 
camp was only offered to children ages 5-11. 
Cost was $100 per week for members, and 
$125 for non-members. Camp would again 

relocate to the Center for 
Urban Horticulture in 1997. 

1999: Nature Camp puts 
down roots at Magnuson 
Park. The teen sessions 
were re-introduced in 
2000, and the volunteer 
Junior Leader (Naturalist) 
program was established, 
giving high school students 
a chance to work along-
side camp naturalists and 
younger campers.

Nature Camp student with crab ca. 1984.
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A p p r e c i a t i o n

In 2011, these volunteers spent more than 10,000 combined hours work-
ing for birds and nature.  Thank you to all Seattle Audubon volunteers! 
An asterisk (*) indicates a new level of service.

7000+
Charles Kahle, *Richard Youel

6500+
George Johnson

5000+
Idie Ulsh

4500+
Hanna Atkins, Eugene Lagerberg, 
Marina Skumanich

4000+
Suzanne Krom, Hal Opperman

3500+
Steve Dang, *Gerald Joyce

3000+
*Walter Oelwein, Mary Anne Thor-
beck

2500+
Tom Riley

2000+
Janice Bragg, Herbert Curl, Barbara 
Deihl, *Penny Koyama, *Rachel 
Lawson, *Jean Mills, Virginia Mor-
rison

1500+
Terry Adams, Diana Aubin de 
Paradis, Brian Bell, Marilyn Busher, 
*Rebecca Evans, Jane Hedberg, 
*Jennifer Kauffman, Colene McKee, 
Hal Opperman, Suzanne Peterson, 
Judith Roan, *Randon Robinson, 
*Constance Sidles, Paul Webster, 
Cynthia Wilson, *Alison Wysong, 
Neil Zimmerman

1000+
Karen Adair, Tom Aversa, Dianne 
Edmonds, Al Ferkovich, Carol 
Gard, Raelene Gold, Helen Hawley, 
Alan Humphrey, *Mark Johnston, 
Kathy Lantz, *Teri Martine, *Martin 

Muller, Martha Nester, Don Nor-
man, Eldon Olson, J. Don Ostrow, 
Genevieve Reckamp, Roberta Rob-
erts, Thomas Rohrer, *Penny Rose, 
Marilyn Sandall, David Swayne, 
Barbara Webster, Ann Marie Wood, 
*Sam Woods, Isadora Wong

750+
Shannon Bailey, Linda Carroll, John 
Friars, Paul Metzner, Robert Sieh, 
Martha Taylor, Cheryl Teague

500+
Matthew Bartels, Helle Bielefeldt-
Ohmann, Pamela Cahn, Amy Cole, 
Denis DeSilvis, *Jill Ericsson, Alan 
Grenon, Michael Hobbs, Scott 
Hoskin, Paulette Hunter, Courtenay 
Jackson, Kelly Jewell, Victoria King, 
Ilon Logan, *Kim McCormick, 
Marilyn Milberger, *Phyllis Moss, 
Cathy Pfarr, David Shettleroe, Arn 
Slettebak, Kathy Slettebak, Melissa 
Willoughby, Carleen Zimmerman

250+
Noel Angell, Alice Arnold, Lee 
Barnes, Susan Barnes, Marvin 
Breece, Carol Brittnacher, *Wanda 
Browne, Barbara Clark, Bert Dudley, 
Laurie Ann Dudley, *Linda Fal-
coner, *Francie Galbraith, *Rebecca 
Galloway, George Gerdts, Helen 
Gilbert, Miriam Gray, D. Eric Har-
low, *Virginia Harris, Gene Hunn, 
Catherine Jaramillo, Barbara Jensen, 
Anita Lagerberg, Ronald Leamon, 
Megan Lyden, Anna Martin, Mary 
Frances Mathis, Bo McFadden, 
Brendan McGarry, Colleen Mc-
Shane, Ryan Merrill, Lois Miller, 
Scott Moore, Karen Morse, Henry 
Noble, Sarah Peden, Linda Pome-
roy, Mollie Reeves, Barbara Retzlaff, 

Volunteer Service Awards

Mary Rogers, Jaclyn Saunders, Kath-
erine Schloemer, Stephanie Seibert, 
Jane Sepede, *Sharrie Shade, Brad 
Shaffer, Sharon Sneddon, Susan 
Stillman, John Tubbs, Christine 
Vadai, Thomas Weir, Nancy Wilson, 
Marilyn Wittenmyer

100+
Elaine Anderson, Bryony Angell, 
Laura Ballard, Barbara Blair, Me-
lissa Boscolo, Patricia Bredouw, 
Bill Byers, Charlotte Byers, Belinda 
Chin, Dennis Conlon, Kathy Coo-
per, Etta Cosey, Helen Crawford, 
Michael Cross, Vasiliki Demas, 
*Deborah Dowd, Erin Gray, Hans de 
Grys, Evan Houston Jr., John Jensen, 
Tina Klein-Lebbink, Judith Leconte, 
Barry Levine, Gina Lozier, Donna 
Luce, Cheryl McArthur, Brett Mc-
Callum, Stephanie Moore, Sally 
Murdoch, *Kay Norton, Roger Ols-
tad, *James Owens, Randy Poulsen, 
Allie Spiess, Karen Stephens, Sue 
Thompson, *Mayumi Tsuru, Marie 
Vila, Cynthia Wang, Eric Ward, 
Woody Wheeler, Ruth Windhover, 
Cheryl Wotus, Andrea Wuenschel, 
Susan Yates

Seattle Audubon is pleased to 
recognize these active volunteers 
with reported volunteer hours in 
the past 3 years.  Is your name 
missing from this list?  Please help 
us track your support by emailing 
your volunteer hours to mariekes@
seattleaudubon.org.



5S u m m e r  2 0 1 2

Examples of 
armored and unar-
mored sites used by 
shorebirds in Puget 
Sound.

Science on the Edge (Continued from page 1)

For example, more than half of the sites 
monitored by Seattle Audubon volunteers 
through the Puget Sound Seabird Sur-
vey (PSSS) are characterized as “heavily 
modified” by Washington State Depart-
ment of Ecology.

Considering how much shoreline is 
impacted, it’s surprising the biological 
effects aren’t very well understood.  To 
counter this, a PhD student at the Uni-
versity of Washington, Sarah Heerhartz, 
is investigating the impact of armoring on 
food webs, and how that relates to habitat 
use by fish and birds.  Sarah is part of the 
Wetland Ecosystem Team (WET) at the 
School of Aquatic & Fishery Sciences. 
WET’s mission is to advance scientific 
knowledge of coastal ecosystems like 
marshes, beaches, mudflats, and eel-
grass, all of which are extensively used 
by seabirds.  Sarah hopes that her study 
will lead to better or even less shoreline 
modification.  “Right now, permitting 
and construction practices are often best 
guesses in terms of environmental impacts 
or need for new armoring,” Sarah offers.  
“New seawalls may be installed simply 
because the neighbors have one.  Puget 
Sound has a lot of old seawalls needing 
replacement or repair, and I want to offer 
guidance to those involved in shoreline 
development, whether a homeowner con-
templating seawall replacement or a group 
doing restoration.” Seattle Audubon is 
one of several conservation organizations 
which marshal significant volunteer hours 
and financial resources toward monitoring 
and restoration of bird habitat in Puget 
Sound – studies like this have the poten-
tial to help ensure those dollars and time 
are spent where they will make the most 
impact.

Over the next two years, Sarah will 
intensively survey 7 pairs of armored and 
unarmored sites within Puget Sound, plus 
twice-yearly sampling at 5 additional site 

pairs. Although this is not a collaborative 
effort with Seattle Audubon, approxi-
mately half of 
the sites over-
lap with those 
monitored by 
PSSS volun-
teers.  Sarah’s 
study includes 
measuring 
differences 
in insect and 
fish communi-
ties, as well 
as behavior 
and use by 
local and migratory bird species.  She will 
be conducting her research from March 
through September over the next two 
years, which will generate comprehensive 
information on how and if, armoring im-
pacts these habitats seasonally.  Although 
two years can seem a long time to wait 
for results, 
this kind 
of applied 
science with 
direct policy 
implications 
is essential to 
preserving and 
developing 
habitat which 
will sustain 
Puget Sound 
shorebirds in 
the future. 

Sarah’s study is funded by Washington Sea 
Grant, which serves people who manage, use, 
and enjoy Washington’s oceans and coasts.  
The author, Lauren Kuehne, is a fellow 
graduate student at the School of Aquatic & 
Fishery Sciences, who enjoys writing about 
natural history and conservation in the Puget 
Sound area.

O u r  C o m m u n i t y
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BirdWeb.org
Seattle Audubon launched BirdWeb in 2003, to be a definitive online guide to the birds of 
Washington State. The site was redesigned in 2006, to include sounds, and information 
about the birding sites and ecoregions of our state. It gradually grew in popularity to be 
Seattle Audubon’s most active webpage drawing 1,500-2,500 daily visits.

Seattle Audubon recently launched 
the current version of BirdWeb to improve 
user experience, expand the image selec-
tion, and provide users with more compel-
ling opportunities to visit Seattle Audu-
bon’s other webpages. Since the launch 
of this most recent version, the number 
of people visiting our homepage (www.
seattleaudubon.org) via BirdWeb has more 
than tripled.

In the past twelve months, 550,000 
visitors have had 2.2 million page views. 
But are these just Washingtonians? 
Nope. Only 19% of visits over the past 
12 months came from Washington State. 
BirdWeb’s enviable search engine rank-
ing draws visitors from throughout the 
United States (77% of total visits) and 
around the world, including Canada 
(9%), U.K. (1.5%), and India (1%). To 

visit BirdWeb, type 
a Washington bird 
species into a search 
engine or visit 
www.birdweb.org. 

New Features on 
Homepage

Use the more 
conspicuous search 
field (1) to select a 
species or birding 
site. Read high-
lighted bird spe-
cies (2) or birding 
sites (3), refreshed 
weekly. Various 
Seattle Audubon 
resources are much 
easier to find on the 
homepage (4) and 
throughout the site.

New Features on Species Detail Page
A new image viewer (5) allows for 

multiple images per species; click on any to 
expand to a larger view. Pace yourself though, 
we added over 1,000 new images! Like what 
you see? Tell your friends on Facebook (6). 
Peruse species information (7) and peruse 
colorful thumbnail images to easily navigate 
to other species in the same family (8).

Seattle Audubon would like to thank El-
len Blackstone and Hal Opperman whose 
valuable input guided the new design; Alan 
Humphrey who developed, tested and 
launched the site; and Tiffany Linbo and 
Corey Clatterbuck for procuring images 
from a “slough” of talented and generous 
photographers, including Gregg Thompson, 
Dennis Paulson, Greg Lavaty, Tom Grey, 
Glen Tepke, and Jeff Poklen among others.

S p o t l i g h t  o n  S c i e n c e
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Horned Grebe
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Puget Sound Seabird Survey 2011-2012
On the first Saturday of April – under clear skies and on beaches packed with 
sun-seekers – the Puget Sound Seabird Survey (PSSS) wrapped up its fifth 
season. Fifty-five species were tallied at 67 sites (including two new PSSS 
birds) over the seven month season, from Whidbey Island to Olympia. Seattle 
Audubon would like to thank the nearly 100 volunteers who make this pro-
gram possible. Please visit www.seabirdsurvey.org to read the full season sum-
mary, and let Seattle Audubon know if you’d like to join the survey next year!

Au Revoir
After over twenty years of looking for birds in Washington State, 
Adam Sedgley – Seattle Audubon’s outgoing science manager – is 
moving to Paris to scour cultivated gardens in search of birds with 
foreign accents. While Adam has managed the Seattle Audubon 
science program since 2005, he started volunteering for the organiza-
tion at age 5 under the supervision of the Seattle Audubon Coordi-
nator – his mother. Adam has greatly appreciated working with the 
volunteers that make the science program strong, from science com-
mittee members to web designers and citizen scientists. “Their talent 
and dedication is truly inspirational,” says Adam. “It has been an 
honor to work with the people who drive our successful programs.” 
He finds it so inspirational that he promises to join those volunteers 
upon his return to Seattle!Adam Sedgley, 8, was Audubon's youngest 

birder in 1987.

Brant
Cackling Goose
Canada Goose
Trumpeter Swan
Gadwall
Eurasian Wigeon
American Wigeon
Mallard
Cinnamon Teal*
Northern Shoveler
Green-winged Teal*
Canvasback
Ring-necked Duck
Greater Scaup
Lesser Scaup
Harlequin Duck
Surf Scoter
White-winged Scoter
Black Scoter

Long-tailed Duck
Bufflehead
Common Goldeneye
Barrow's Goldeneye
Hooded Merganser
Common Merganser
Red-breasted Merganser
Red-throated Loon
Pacific Loon
Common Loon
Pied-billed Grebe
Horned Grebe
Red-necked Grebe
Eared Grebe
Western Grebe
Brandt's Cormorant
Double-crested Cormorant
Pelagic Cormorant
Great Blue Heron

American Coot
Bonaparte's Gull
Heermann's Gull
Mew Gull
Ring-billed Gull
Western Gull
California Gull
Herring Gull
Thayer's Gull
Glaucous-winged Gull
Caspian Tern
Parasitic Jaeger
Common Murre
Pigeon Guillemot
Marbled Murrelet
Ancient Murrelet
Rhinoceros Auklet

* new to PSSS

S p o t l i g h t  o n  S c i e n c e
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Tree Canopy Cover Analysis, CHECK
by Matthew Mega Conservation Director

E d u c a t i o n  C o n n e c t i o n

Barred Owl Experiment
Seattle Audubon is preparing detailed comments on a proposal 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for the experimental 
removal of non-native Barred Owls in limited areas of Northern 
Spotted Owl habitat.  The experiment is intended to evaluate 
whether Barred Owl removal can be a useful tool in the recov-
ery of its threatened cousin. The experimental removal is part of 
an overall approach that also needs to address the ongoing loss 
of the Northern Spotted Owls' habitat through logging, which 
remains the biggest threat facing the species. Key issues in the 
removal proposal include: How many Barred Owls would have 
to be removed to help the Spotted Owl, for how long, and in 
how many locations?  For more information on Seattle Audu-
bon’s comments, see Seattle Audubon's Regional Conservation 
website. 

Seattle Audubon is proud to announce 
that it has finished tree canopy cover 
analysis for the entire City of Seattle.   
The data suggests that, although there 
has not been city-wide tree canopy loss 

over the last 
four years, 
there also 
has not been 
any prog-
ress towards 
increasing the 
City’s canopy 
to 30 per-
cent.  Thirty 
percent is the 
stated goal 

of the Urban Forest Management Plan 
(UFMP).   

In 2007, the City of Seattle docu-
mented 22.9% tree canopy cover.  Seattle 
Audubon’s data suggests a very slight in-
crease to 23.6% in 2011.  While avoiding 

major canopy loss is good news, the data 
does suggest some negative trends.  Tree 
canopy cover on industrial land is 4%, 
commercial land is 8%, and downtown 
is 4%. The UFMP goals for these land 
uses are 10%, 15%, and 12% respective-
ly.  Also, while Seattle Audubon is still 
compiling data on a neighborhood level, 
preliminary data suggests that at least 28 
out of 89 neighborhoods have actually 
lost tree canopy cover since 2009, and 
that 12 of these neighborhoods have lost 
more than 5% of their canopy. 

As with all data, there is good news 
and bad news, but this groundbreaking 
trend analysis should provide a wealth of 
data to help ensure a sustainable urban 
forest in Seattle for many decades. If 
you would like more information about 
the urban forest in your neighborhood 
or would like to get involved, please 
contact Matt at (206) 523-8243 x38 or 
mattm@seattleaudubon.org.
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BirdWatch Spring Trip – Malheur Wildlife Refuge, Oregon
by Ellie Y., BirdWatch Teen and 9th grader

E d u c a t i o n  C o n n e c t i o n

An excited group of BirdWatch students 
crammed together in a twelve-passenger 
van for a twelve-hour drive to the Mal-
heur Field Station (located in Princeton, 
Oregon) for a five-night trip.  Accom-
panied by four enthusiastic volunteers, 
all of us were ready for a change from 
the Seattle scenery and local birds when 
we departed from the Seattle Audubon 
parking lot on April 13. As the habi-
tat changed from wet and rainy to the 
drier desert terrain, we saw everything 
from Western Bluebirds and Loggerhead 

Shrikes to Kangaroo 
Rats and a Snowy Owl. 
Each of the students had 
their favorite moments, 
but overall some of the 
best included seeing the 
Sage Grouse courtship 
displays and a Great 
Horned Owl nest under 
a highway bridge. Back 
at the field station, our 
time between excur-
sions was spent learning 
new facts about biotic 
and abiotic features. 
When not out stargazing, or doing some 
late night owling, our evenings were spent 
playing amusing card games and sharing 
daily photos. We all had such a good time, 
that when we finally arrived back in Se-
attle, we all honestly wished it could have 
lasted longer, so we could have spent more 
time watching squadrons of pelicans and 
chasing the elusive bittern.

BirdWatch Volunteer Marissa Jones!
Marissa Jones began volunteering with BirdWatch shortly 
after beginning graduate school at the University of Wash-
ington last fall. Marissa studies salmon genetics and, as a 
result, spends a lot of time thinking about fish. She decided 
to volunteer for Seattle Audubon to keep up her interest in 
natural history, escape the lab, and get involved with the 
local birding community.

Marissa’s interest in birding and nature didn’t kick in 
until she was in college.  She is a self-taught birder using 
Nisqually Wildlife Refuge, her field guide, and skulking around near people with expensive optics to gain 
basic skills.  

Marissa is glad she joined Seattle Audubon and to have an opportunity to give back by helping with 
the bright, fun, and unstoppably enthusiastic group of students in BirdWatch!
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Class Information
Full details on these classes 
are available at: 
www.seattleaudubon.org.

Registration:
Seattle Audubon members 
receive a discount. Prereg-
istration required. You may 
register in person at 
Seattle Audubon Nature 
Shop, 8050 35th NE, Seattle, 
WA, Monday-Saturday, 
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. or by 
phone 206-523-4483.

Refunds: 
Full refunds are available for 
cancellations with at least 14 
days notice. No refunds are 
given with fewer than two 
weeks notice.

Location:
Locations vary. See class 
description for location. 
Check website or call the 
Nature Shop for directions.

Dragonflies – Bugs for Birders!!
with Dennis Paulson, PhD, Author and Director 
Emeritus of the Slater Museum, UPS

For all you bird and butterfly enthusiasts, 
it’s time to follow the natural course of 
evolution and progress to dragonflies. Den-
nis Paulson, Northwest expert on these in-
sects, will teach this class during the peak 
time for dragonfly activity. The class will 
focus on basic dragonfly biology, and the 
identification and natural history of local 
species. We should see in the field at least 
a sample of the 80 Washington species.

There will be two lectures from 7:00-
9:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, July 11 and 18, 
at the Phinney Neighborhood Center.  
There will be 2 field trips (one in the 
morning and one in the afternoon) to the 
wetlands at Magnuson Park on July 14.   

Students will 
sign up for the 
field trips in class.
Lecture: Wednes-
days, July 11 and 
July 18, 2012, 
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Location: Phinney Neighborhood Center, 
Room 6
Field Trip: Saturday, July 14 at Magnuson 
Park
Cost: $75 members, $90 non-members
$30 members, $45 non-members for lec-
tures only
Limit: 30 students for lecture and field trip; 
10 students for lecture only

Pelagic Birding
with Mike Donahue, Gull Expert and Pelagic Guide 

The west coast of North America of-
fers some of the best opportunities to see 
seabirds anywhere in the world.  The 
rich waters, 20-40 miles offshore, support 
a diversity of species (albatrosses, storm 
petrels, shearwaters and jaegers) that 
spend much of the year in the waters far 
offshore at the edge of the continental 
shelf. If you’ve heard about pelagic bird-

ing but wasn’t sure what 
was involved, this is the 
class for you.

Lectures will cover 
the diversity of 

offshore 

seabirds, focusing on natural history and 
identification, as well as how to prepare 
for a pelagic trip.  Then practice what you 
have learned with the optional one-day 
pelagic boat trip that departs from West-
port, WA.  
Lecture only: Tuesdays, July 24 and July 
31, 2012, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Location: The 2100 Building, Board Room
Cost: $50 members, $65 non-members
Limit: 25 for the lecture
Optional field trip with instructor: 
• Westport Seabirds has set aside 10 spaces 
for registered class members on their Au-
gust 5 trip.  If you cannot make the August 
5 trip, other dates are available indepen-
dently through Westport Seabirds at the 

website listed below.  
• Contact Mike Donahue 
directly at (206) 290-8294 or 
bfalbatross@gmail.com to register 
for this pelagic field trip after 

registering for the lectures.
• Cost and departure information is avail-
able at:  www.westportseabirds.com
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C l a s s e s  a n d  E d u c a t i o n

Birding by Habitat
with Bob Sundstrom, Professional Birding Tour Leader & 
BirdNote Lead Writer
Classroom sessions and field trips focus on key habitats 
east and west of the Cascades with an emphasis on rec-
ognizing and birding those habitats.  Featured western 
Washington habitats include: shoreline, riparian, for-
est, and marsh.  Eastern Washington habitats featured 
include: canyon, riparian, Ponderosa pine, and mixed 
conifer forest.  Day-long trips offer intensive field expe-
rience within 80-100 miles of Seattle.  
Note: Registration is by field trip. You may register for one or 
both field trips. 
Two evening lectures are included when you register 
for one or both of the two different full-day field trips.  
Carpool and meeting plans will be given in class. 
Field Trip #1: Thursday, August 9 – East of the Cascades 
Field Trip #2: Monday, August 20 – West of the Cascades
Lectures: Mondays, August 6 and August 13, 2012 
Location: The 2100 Building, Board Room    
Cost:   $100 members, $115 non-members, (for 2 lec-
tures and 1 field trip). 
$175 members, $190 non-members, (for 2 lectures & 
BOTH field trips)
Limit:  18 per field trip

I barely heard it; 
the faint sound 
of a voice behind 
me, “Cool!  It’s the 
FUN program!”  It 
took me by sur-
prise.  Who said 
that?  It certainly 
wasn’t one of the 
3rd graders sitting 
in front of me.   As 
I turned around I saw a middle school boy facing 
me, smiling from ear to ear.  It took me a minute to 
recognize him; it was Tony, a boy who participated 
in the FUN program four years prior.  “Hey! How’s 
it going? It is so great that you are still doing this,” 
he exclaimed.  “What are you doing today? Is it 
the one about decomposers? I love that one!”   As 
I listened to him tell me the things that he learned 
during the program, I realized his enthusiasm today 
was just as real as it was back in the day. It was a 
great reminder of the impact Seattle Audubon’s 
Finding Urban Nature (FUN) Program can have.     

During the 2011-2012 school year, the FUN 
program provided over 800 Seattle Public School 
students with free, environmental education expe-
riences; helping to shape the “Tonys” of tomorrow 
and the environmental stewards of today!

A FUN Blast from the Past!
by Janelle
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F i e l d  T r i p s

Field Trips– 
Rules of the 

Road

While the way we publicize 
our regular field trips has 
changed, most of the other 
details remain the same, 
including the registration 
process. For detailed infor-
mation on field trips offered 
in the next month, visit our 
website at www.seattle-
audubon.org. You will find: 
•	 A complete schedule of 

upcoming trips.
•	 A detailed listing for 

each trip, including des-
tination, leader, meeting 
place, and a description 
of what you can expect 
to see.

•	 A checklist of what to 
bring.

•	 Carpool guidelines.
•	 Directions to the trip 

meeting places.
•	 Registration dates and 

process (this remains 
unchanged).

•	 General rules for field 
trip participants.

•	 A copy of the “liability 
release form” you will 
need to sign the day of 
the trip. Like most other 
organizations that offer 
public field trips, Seattle 
Audubon now requires 
participants to sign a 
waiver as a condition 
of participating in these 
free services.

The field trip schedule will 
be updated the first of each 
month, so be sure check our 
web site regularly!

Thinking About Going on a Field Trip?
Go for it!  Seattle Audubon’s Field Trip Committee Offers Great Field Trips! 

Is it the right trip for me?
Seattle Audubon offers more than one 

hundred Field Trips and Neighborhood 
Bird Walks each year.  There are half-day 
trips to local birding locations, overnight 
trips to distant corners of the state, and 
everything in-between. Trip descriptions 
include trip distance and trail conditions.  
Trips are open to all (with priority registra-
tion for members) – from first-time birders 
to those with years of experience. Find a 
trip that works for you!

When can I sign up?
You can sign up for Field Trips anytime.  

Sign-ups for newly listed trips begin on the 
first of the month.  Some trips fill up right 
away; some have spots available up to the 
day before the trip. Give The Nature Shop 
a call, even at the last minute, to see if 
there is space for you.

Neighborhood Bird Walks at local 
parks don’t require prior sign-up.  You can 
just join the group the day of the walk.

Why go on a field trip or walk anyway?
There is much more to Field Trips and 

Neighborhood Bird Walks than identifying 
birds!  Volunteer leaders introduce you to 
interesting birding spots and often guide 
participants to special birds you would like 

Neighborhood Bird Walks: Schedule for June - September 2012
Join Seattle Audubon, rain or shine, for a two-hour, weekend bird walk. No sign up 

required! Beginning birders or new Seattleites will especially enjoy this initial exposure 
to the rich variety of regional bird life. Families and non-members are welcome to attend.

Please request binoculars from The Nature Shop at least a week in advance. Further 
information is available at www.seattleaudubon.org or from the Seattle Audubon Nature 
Shop, (206) 523-4483. 

Saturday, June 2, 2012, 9:00 a.m. and Saturday, August 4, 2012, 9:00 a.m. 
Magnuson Park, Seattle
Leader: Emily Bishton (206) 523-1774 day of walk only
Promontory Point Education Pavilion
Magnuson Park is in northeast Seattle. Take bus #30 or #75 to NE 65th St entrance 
on Sand Point Way NE.  Meet at the red-metal-roofed shelter at the west edge of boat 
launch parking lot, next to little drive-in road.

to see. On any given trip, you might hear 
about bird behavior, migration, and feed-
ing strategies, or discussions of the plants, 
trees, and flowers in habitats visited.  All 
trips feature the splendid Pacific NW out-
doors, its beauties and joys. 

Want to find interesting, local places 
to go birding? Sign up for a trip to Spencer 
Island or the Three Forks Nature Area.  
Want to see an American Oystercatcher?  
Leader Brian Bell knows where to look 
on Whidbey Island.  Want to know why 
Anna’s Hummingbirds nest early in the 
spring and American Goldfinch nest later 
in summer?  Master Birder Neil Zimmer-
man can tell you their stories.  

Seattle Audubon Field Trips and 
Neighborhood Bird Walks are a valuable 
and rewarding low-cost activity.  Give 
Seattle Audubon’s Field Trips a try!
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The first time we landed in Reykjavik 
snow was howling across the runway and 
the land was covered in an icy blanket–
not prime birding conditions.  Luckily, 
we were only on a stopover and were re-
turning in two weeks with my step-moth-
er.   On the first of May, when we arrived 
back in Reykjavik in the middle of the 
night, it was hard to tell if conditions had 
altered.  Thankfully, a weak morning sun 
revealed the snow had melted, and we set 
out to get 5 lifers before breakfast!

Lake Tjornin, a large pond in the 
middle of the capital city, was full of 
Common Eider, Whooper Swan, Eur-
asian Wigeon, Tufted and Harlequin 
Ducks, Garganey, and gulls, and was only 
steps away from a café serving hot coffee 
and a variety of egg and pastry dishes.

As the three of us set out to circum-
navigate Iceland’s approximately 830-
mile Ring Road (Route 1), cloud cover 
was high, affording us stunning views of 
the mountains that surround Reykjavik.  
At Thingvillir National Park, a UNES-
CO World Heritage site northeast of 
Reykjavik on Rte 36, trails led to pretty 
waterfalls, a lake, and some easy birding.  
Red-throated Loon and Goosander were 
highlights.

In Vik, a picturesque town on the 
south coast, we found Oystercatchers 
pairing up by the side of the road.  The 
days are long that far north, even in May, 
and each night, daylight lingered long 
after we had gone to bed. To our delight, 
one fog shrouded mountain pass west of 
Egilsstadir was a Snow Bunting play-
ground.

The Latrabjarg bird colony cliffs and 
Snaefellsjokull Nation Park are excellent 
places to bird during breeding season.  
There are ferries and boat excursions that 
make it easy to do.

D e s t i n a t i o n

We were a little early for migration, 
but we managed to see 67 species, with 
40% lifers.  My step-mother increased her 
life list to 3505. Iceland Gull at Siglufjor-
dur was her highlight.

Iceland is full of contrasts. Moss 
covered volcanic plains speckled with 
Ptarmigan give way to inlets full of Eiders 
and icebergs. Sheer cliffs rise straight 
out of the sea, chock full of thousands of 
breeding Northern Fulmars.  Really bad 
greasy rest stop lunch can be followed 
by a gourmet dinner, with Puffin on the 
menu.  Outside of Reykjavik, one can get 
several hours of birding in before break-
fast because businesses don’t open until 
9 a.m. Make sure your gas tank is full the 
night before.

Eiders and Icebergs in Iceland
by Carrie Kahle
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Members

always receive 

20% OFF 

on books

N a t u r e  S h o p

Now OPEN 'TIL 7p.m. the 2nd Tuesday of each month
• June 12  •  July 10  •  August 14

The Nature Shop
Where  prof i t s  are  for  the  b i rds
8050 35th Ave. N.E., Seattle, WA 98115 • (206) 523-4483 

www.seattleaudubon.org

Open 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Mondays through Saturdays year round.

THE PRINTED WORD LIVES – NEW BOOK SIGHTINGS IN THE NATURE SHOP

                          Carl Zeiss 
                          Conquest HD 
           The next generation in 
           superior performance 

NEW

8x42     10x42
• 18 mm eye-relief     • 17 mm eye-relief
•  384’ field of view     • 345’ field of view
• 8.2’ close focus     • 8.2’ close focus
• 24.7 oz.      • 24.7 oz.
• HD lens system     • HD lens system
• waterproof & fogproof    • waterproof & fogproof
$1,055 Sug. retail     $1,111 Sug. retail

$950 @ The Nature Shop   $1,000 @ The Nature Shop

The Bluebird 
Effect –
Uncommon Bonds 
with Common Birds
by Julie Zickefoose 
Member Price 
$22.40

Bird Sense – 
What It’s Like to 
Be a Bird
by Tim Birkhead
Member Price 
$20.00

New Collected 
Poems 
by Wendell Berry
Member Price 
$24.00

The Forest 
Unseen – A Year’s 
Watch in Nature 
by David George 
Haskell 
Member Price 
$20.76

FOR KIDS  
Bird Talk – What Birds 
are Saying and Why
by Lita Judge 
Member Price 
$14.40

FOR KIDS 
More – When 
is More More 
Than Enough
by I.C. 
Springman 
illustrated by 
Brian Lies 
Member Price 
$13.60

FOR KIDS  
Gem – Look Carefully, 
There May be a Gem in 
Your Garden
by Holly Hobbie 
Member Price 
$13.60

LOCAL 
Color Puget Sound 
Birds – Eight Local 
Bird Scenes
by Craig Johnson 
Member Price 
$5.56
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Special Offer from Victor Emanuel Nature Tours
$300 vouchers good for first-time Victor 
Emanuel Nature Tour (VENT) participants 
are now available in The Nature Shop. This 
is an exciting opportunity for nature-lovers 
who are world-travelers to take advantage of 
VENT’s extraordinary selection of tours from 
Florida or Cape May to Europe, Mongolia or 
Indonesian cruises. 

An additional benefit is that Seattle Audubon will receive $300 per 
redeemed voucher! So, should travel be in your plans in the coming 
months, please consider Victor Emanuel Nature Tours. Visit www.vent-
bird.com for more information about VENT and a list of available tours 
(some restrictions apply), or stop by The Nature Shop for a catalog and 
voucher.

When Women 
Were Birds – 
Fifty-four Variations 
on Voice
by Terry Tempest 
Williams 
Member Price 
$19.20

What the Robin 
Knows – How 
Birds Reveal the 
Secrets of the 
Natural World
by Jon Young 
Member Price 
$17.60

How to be a 
Better Birder 
The ideal resource 
for intermediate 
and advanced 
birders
by Derek Lovitch 
Member Price 
$15.96

Nature’s Compass 
– The Mystery of 
Animal Navigation
by James L. Gould 
& Carol Grant 
Gould 
Member Price 
$23.96

Birds of India 
includes Pakistan, 
Nepal, Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, Sri Lanka, 
and the Maldives
by Grimmett, 
Inskipp & Inskipp
Member Price 
$31.60

Birds of 
Melanesia 
includes 
Bismarcks, 
Solomons, 
Vanuatu, and 
New Caledonia
by Guy Dutson
Member Price 
$39.96

LOCAL 
A Guide to 
Birds of San 
Juan Island
 by Monika 
Wieland 
Member Price 
$15.96

Gifts of the Crow -
How Perception, 
Emotion and 
Thought Allow 
Smart Brains 
to Behave Like 
Humans
by John Marzluff 
and Tony Angell 
Member Price 
$20.00

FOR KIDS 
Outside Your 
Window – A First 
Book of Nature
by Nicola Davies 
illustrated by 
Mark Hearld 
Member Price 
$16.00

N a t u r e  S h o p
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