Series on Sustainable Forestry 

Part 2: Small Landowners and FSC  

FSC-certified forestry is particularly well suited for small landowners, according to the Northwest Natural Resources Group, an organization that aims to make FSC-certification more attractive to small landowners. Certified wood can be especially appealing for small landowners because it provides market differentiation - providing a quality product that stands apart from mass-produced, non-certified wood through its harvesting standards. 

A Collective Approach 

The Northwest Certified Forestry program was started in 2005 and it now represents 95 private landowners. Small landowners often consider the upfront cost of becoming FSC certified too high and typically lack the resources to market their products. This program solves both problems at the same time. Instead of each landowner needing to be individually certified, a group certification model reduces the costs of certification from 30% for the larger operations to 95% for most family forests.  The organization also acts as the marketing resource these small landowners lack. To allow the small landowners to take advantage of their FSC-certified logs, program staff makes every effort to connect the different players in the market. Sometimes this means certifying a local mill so that certified logs can be cut to size. In other cases this means connecting wood product manufacturers with suppliers to ensure a dependable supply of logs.

The Road towards Certification 

Attaining the FSC standard has meant different things for the current members of the collective. Some were previously certified independently and came to the group to reduce costs and take advantage of group market building. Other companies had to amend large-scale clearcutting operations and other forms of even-age management, where large patches of forests consist of same age single tree species. Instead they were required to harvest selectively and leave at least 10% of the trees in a harvested plot standing, causing a forest to become diverse in age over time. The FSC standard also strongly stimulates snag retention. In a typical forest, two-thirds of wildlife species, including many bird species are dependent on snags or downed logs for their survival. 

Incorporating Best Practices 

FSC standards work best when they are viewed as best practices that should be incorporated rather than a set of rules that requires absolute compliance. The formulation of these standards has not only affected corporations that are striving for FSC certification, but it has also helped fuel a unique debate in the forestry industry about sustainable forestry and general forestry practices.  The FSC standard itself has also had a direct impact on other forestry standards and management regimes worldwide.  

To learn more about NNRG’s efforts visit their website at http://www.nnrg.org/nw-certified-forestry. 
