Series on Sustainable Forestry

Part 1: A Short Introduction to Certified Wood

Certified wood initiatives are reshaping the way in which we harvest forested lands in Washington State. Inspired by the organic food and fair trade coffee programs, sustainable forestry efforts protect forests, wildlife, and foresting companies alike. Wood products are in constant demand and forests are being destroyed worldwide to meet those demands. Certified forestry incentivizes the responsible harvesting of trees and the protection of forests while at the same time making responsible forest management profitable.

FSC Certification

The dominant international, sustainable forest certification system is the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) standard. Initiated in 1993 by loggers, foresters, environmental organizations, and social interest groups, this independent organization has defined sustainable forestry criteria that are both ecologically credible and economically profitable. The actual certification process is performed by a third-party organization, thereby ensuring a high degree of transparency in the certification process as well as independence between the organizations involved in defining, measuring, and following certification standards.

Certification Principles

The key components of FSC certification are:

· Timber companies must abide by all applicable local and national laws, as well as all binding international treaties and agreements. This includes recognizing the rights of indigenous people. Unlawful activities, including illegal logging, will be discouraged and controlled.

· There shall be clearly defined, long–term land tenure and use rights. 

· Forest management shall maintain or enhance the social and economic well-being of forest workers and local communities. 

· Management of the forest should be economically viable and profitable. This includes minimizing waste and encouraging efficient use of the forest's products and services while ensuring their sustainability. 

· Biological diversity of the forest shall be maintained. This includes protecting wildlife, giving special protection to endangered species and landscapes, minimizing the use of toxins, preventing the planting of non-native trees and minimizing the environmental impacts of logging.

Based on these principles, regional standards have been developed that take into account the specific forest types of each region. The Pacific Coast certification standard, which applies to the three West Coast states, takes into account that this region has some of the most commercially productive forests, some of the tallest growing coniferous trees, and significant tracts of old-growth forest remaining. The regional standards acknowledge that threatened ecosystems – including old-growth forests - are critical to numerous species including the spotted owl and are thus better off protected. The regional standards also require specific attention to creeks and streams for salmon protection and recognize that significant portions of forests are managed by Native American nations. 

How Certified Wood Affects You

Purchasing a certified wood product or certified lumber for your home remodeling project has a positive impact on the forests in which we hike, bike and enjoy nature. It has a positive effect on streams and creeks, allowing salmon to thrive throughout the region. The next time you remodel your house or replace your deck, please choose FSC-certified wood.

To learn more about FSC and its certification standards, read “Sustainable Forests: An Introduction to the Certified Wood Initiative” at http://www.seattleaudubon.org/.

